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Jackson Sage Grouse Local Working Group
February 10, 2006

Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance Conference Room, Jackson      1-5 pm

Members Present: Joe Bohne, Sue Wolff, Franz Camenzind, Doug Wachob, 

Larry Jorgensen

Absent:  Paul Bruun, Lance Koch, Eric Cole, Randy Williams, Bert Raynes, 

Doug Johnston, 

Facilitator:  Barbara Hauge, Center for Resolution

Administrative Matters

The group approved the minutes of the January 13th meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 24th from 1-5pm in the Wyoming Game and Fish conference room.

Joe reported that he still did not have the landsat imagery from Steve Kilpatrick.  During a February 20th helicopter flight however, he and Steve will try to take digital pictures of exposed sagebrush areas and draw them in to show generally where winter range is and how much there is.  Later Steve will map the GIS layers showing available habitat based on satellite imagery.

Eric & Steve should talk at our March meeting.  Joe will alert Steve. Barbara will alert Eric.

Annual Report

Joe handed out his summary of lek data that showed data on 12 leks: 5 inactive leks and 7 leks that are occupied.  The data are not complete or perfect (Grand Teton Park 1953-1985 data are missing. Joe has not gone through WGF files to see if it is available. Sue is looking for old data.  Joe doesn't have all the National Elk Refuge data.  Jackson Hole Airport lumped data in some years.)  The report shows that the maximum number of birds declined up to 1999 and has somewhat recovered.  There is a relatively robust population but the number of females may be declining.

Conservation Plan 

Joe handed out a draft introduction to the plan. He will send a digital version to the group with the request that they send comments to him within two weeks so he can revise the draft. 

Using the BHSB draft plan as a guide, the group drafted the following goals and objectives for Invasive Plants, Residential Development and Vegetation Management:

CONSERVATION GOAL 1:  Minimize those limiting factors identified to maintain and/or increase the abundance and distribution of sage-grouse based on  population levels. 

Vegetation Management Objectives:

 Fire management and practices: prescribed and wild fires

 Grazing: wild ungulates and livestock

 Habitat connectivity

     -possible migration routes to the Upper Green from Gros Ventre and 

      Hoback Basin

 Conifer invasion

 Past and current farming practices: irrigation practices

 Encourage diverse age structure of sagebrush

 Timber harvest: including potential road development

 Rehabilitation of altered habitats

     -after fires

     -Kelly hayfield restoration

 Cooperation between agencies with different management objectives and practices

     -fuel reduction program

     -Elk-Bison EIS

     -State feed grounds

     -Federal agency management plans

 Promote species diversity and healthy sagebrush communities

Invasive weed management

Objective 1: Prevent the introduction and spread of invasive plants in an effort to eliminate infestations in sage grouse habitat.




Management Actions:

 Proactively manage invasive and noxious plants within sage-steppe ecosystem through coordination with JHWMA and the Integrated Pest Management program.  Tasks include:

o identify/map areas with invasive weed problems

o aggressively treat invasive species

o manage and treat areas with limited weed problems to decrease spread of plants.) 

o develop list of invasive plants including spotted knapweed, leafy spurge, cheat grass and other weeds affecting sagebrush communities

 Federal, state, county and private landowners should evaluate potential of cheatgrass infestation before implementing any vegetation management action (i.e. timing, and size of area for vegetation treatment etc.).

 Work with JHWA, to educate the public, landowners, developers, and oil and gas industries on the need for weed control measures.  Request expanded funding for state and federal control, including the Teton Conservation District and USDA. 

 Encourage continued funding from Teton Conservation District and Teton Weed and Pest for control of noxious weeds and cheat grass. 

 Develop a plan to control the spread of undesirable plants that may result from construction activities.  

 Develop and distribute educational materials to local weed and pest managers that incorporate sage-grouse BMPs. 

 Identify habitat treatments that have occurred in their district and evaluate their effectiveness. 

 Develop land use incentives for the control of undesirable plant species specific to sage-grouse.

 Address invasive weed management in federal agency land use plans.
Residential development


Objective:  Minimize negative impacts of urbanization on sage-grouse populations and habitat.  Sagebrush habitats should be identified by the counties as priority habitats for protection.  

Management Actions: 

 Land use planners (federal, state and county) should consider sage-grouse habitat  needs when reviewing development projects.

 Land use plans should incorporate restrictions on/around important sage-grouse habitat such as lek, nesting, and early brood-rearing, and wintering habitats.

 Provide land use planners with critical sage-grouse habitat maps. Provide land use planners with guidelines and recommendations to minimize the impacts from development on sage-grouse habitats 

 Conversion of public to private lands should take in consideration value 

      of lands for wildlife habitats including sage-grouse.

The group will continue with vegetation management and revisit invasive weeds at the March meeting so long as Eric, Lance and some of their relevant colleagues (Steve, Andy or Orzenberger? and Kelly) can attend.  If those topics are postponed until April so Eric and Lance can attend, the group will address hunting, parasites, predation, and recreation in March.

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm.  The next regular meeting is proposed to be Friday, March 24th from 1-5pm in the WGF conference room.
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