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Jackson Sage Grouse Local Working Group
January 13, 2006

Jackson Hole Airport Administration Meeting Room, Jackson      1-5 pm

Members Present: Joe Bohne, Sue Wolff, Bert Raynes, Rachel Markko (for Randy Williams), 


Franz Camenzind, Doug Wachob, Doug Johnston

Absent: Paul Bruun, Lance Koch, Eric Cole, Randy Williams, Larry Jorgensen

Guests: Sam Crowe, Wildlife Services; Tom Christiansen, WGF

Facilitator: Barbara Hauge, Center for Resolution

Administrative Matters

Joe was unable to connect with Steve Kilpatrick about landsat imagery, but will get something from him by Jan 20th.

Minutes from the December 22nd meeting were approved after revising the conclusion of the Kelly Hayfield issue to express the LWG’s interest in the project’s long-term benefits, though the LWG is focusing more immediately on short-term protection of sage-grouse habitat.

The next meetings were set for February 10th and March 24th, 1-5pm, at the Game and Fish conference room.

(Doug Johnson joined the meeting.)

Overview of Wildlife Services' evaluation of wildlife conflict at JH Airport

Doug Johnson stated that 8 bird strikes have been recorded in 3 years (though all strikes are not all reported).  Five were confirmed sage-grouse strikes (the others were a swallow, a kestrel, and one undetermined), mostly from planes that were landing.  (Doug may have further information after gaining access to a FAA website.)  His personal observations have noted a decrease today from the140-160 sage-grouse he counted at the airport in the 1980's.  Doug distributed to the LWG a copy of the section 139 regulations requiring a wildlife assessment in the event of multiple wildlife strikes, substantial damage to aircraft from striking wildlife, etc.

Sam Crowe agreed that the FAA requires a survey for an assessment of a wildlife hazard if there is a bird strike or if birds that could cause a strike are allowed in the corridor, or if there is a warning to pilots.  Sam will make a year-long survey of all wildlife (including mammals), using 10 survey stations. The survey will lead to a wildlife management plan that will be written for the Airport, which, with Grand Teton National Park, is responsible for the action plan.  

Sue expressed interest in knowing how sage-grouse use airport at other times other than the strut.  Sam explained that the JH Airport pays for survey, not Wildlife Services, but if that there is information Sam’s survey can gather, he would like to know ahead of time.  A few years ago, Wildlife Services had to authorize dropping sage-grouse from notices to pilots at JH Airport, but Sam did not authorize it because he did not agree that there were too few birds on site.  Franz mentioned that the Alliance will ask that the new airport lease should require an environmental management plan.  

(Doug left the meeting.)

Sam will make recommendations based on the data he collects, and expects that there may be some win/win options in opportunities for mitigation.  Sam agreed to report his draft recommendations to the LWG (through Sue, since he keeps the GTNP advised) in order to get their input.  The conservation plan should include an action item to acknowledge Sam’s report and work on mitigation. 

Sam expects to begin this survey after completing his Cody airport project.  His first steps will be to talk to airport personnel and look at 10 locations for observations. Sam will get input from Sue before the March 24th meeting.  Sue will compile suggestions from the LWG by March 24th regarding issues that Sam’s survey could answer.  Franz will check the historical record on sage grouse. 

Annual Report

Joe has the lek data cleaned up through 1993. He had technical problems running the report, but will have a draft for the Feb 10th meeting.

Conservation Plan

Plan and Timetable

Joe brought a copy of the NE Wyo group’s draft plan, so the LWG could see what a draft report looks like. The group agreed to adapt as much verbiage as they can from a plan based on the statewide plan, but that they should anticipate that national groups might want to read it, so it should include all referenced documents.  Tom reminded the group that the plan must be PECE (Policy for Evaluation of Conservation Efforts)-compliant.

Joe handed out a draft schedule that showed the volume of work to be accomplished by the end of the summer.

Sue reported that she got draft invasive plants and residential development goals from only two LWG members.  Low participation was due to a shortage of time and lack of certainty about how to write the goals.   The group decided to work together in the February meeting on the goals for Invasive Plants, Residential Development, and Vegetation Management, and to assign sub-committees to work outside the group on goals that can be delegated to members who have particularly relevant background. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 10th, 1-5pm.
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