Big Horn Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

October 6, 2004

BLM, Worland Field Office

Working Group Members Present:

Carl Meyer (Greybull), Keith Hamilton (Hyattville), Matt Call (Greybull), Lee Campbell (Thermopolis, filling in for John Lumley), Jim Mischke (Thermopolis), Dennis Saville (Cody, filling in for Tim Stephens, Worland), Marvin Blakesley (Cody), Chris Pfister (Worland), Tom Easterly (Greybull), Bill Alldredge (Thermopolis).

Working Group Members Absent:

John Lumley (Thermopolis), Tim Stephens (Worland), Kathleen Jachowski
 

(Cody).

Facilitator:


Dennie Hammer (Cody)

Note taker:


Margaret Pounds (BLM-Worland)

Guest Speakers:


Dwight Bunnell, Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA)

Observers:


Eric Decker (NRCS-Big Horn Basin RC&D-Worland)


Kevin Hurley (WGFD-Cody)


Tom Christiansen (WGFD-Green River)


Kelli Taylor (WGFD-Lander)


Bill LaBarron , Public Lands Foundation (PLF)

Dennie Hammer:


-Reviewed Agenda for Meeting

-Reviewed Minutes from Sept. 3rd Meeting, made minor corrections to names, minutes accepted after changes made. 

Guest Speaker, Dwight Bunnell, WAFWA gave presentation on “A range-wide perspective/assessment of the Greater Sage Grouse”.


-Discussed MOUs will provide electronic copies if requested

 
-Discussed 3 Tier Working Stool:

-Local Working Groups



-State/Regional Working Groups



-Cooperative Interstate/Interagency Working Groups

-Sage Grouse Committee effort started 50 years ago, a lot of progress since then.

-1994 when WAFWA Technical Committee implemented

-West Nile Virus is a concern

-Committees Planned Actions: 6 mo. period  July 2004 – December 2004



-Complete Local and State Plans



-Implement Local Plans where actions are identified



-Monitor Local and State Plans



-Framework Team Actions

Public Comments:

-Bill LaBarron, Public Lands Foundation (PLF). Group of mostly retired BLM employees


-Presented position paper for the Committee


-Background of Sage Grouse



-Conclusions and Recommendations of PLF



-Recovery Goals

-Emphasized that the PLF is very interested in Sage Grouse and glad to see the BHB Working Group together.

Tom Christiansen – WGFD, gave presentation “Sage Grouse biology and state-wide perspective Sage Grouse in Wyoming”.


-Sage Grouse Populations – Survival Rates – Key periods May/June


-Need for good Sage Grouse Habitats, (breeding, food sources, and survival)

Question:  How do Mosaic Burns benefit Sage Grouse?



-Nesting Density



-Predation



-Disturbance of nests by livestock



-Adult Mortality



-Adaptability of Sage Grouse to habitat changes


-There are two high-density sage grouse areas within the BHBSG working area



1. Southeast of Worland



2. Northwest of Cody


-Why do we use 3 visits/lek for the data points? 



Answer: not all the males visit the same lek every day.

-Wyo. is harvesting 5% of the total population thru current hunting season strategies.

Tom Easterly – WGFD, gave presentation “Sage Grouse in Big Horn Basin, passed around handouts of definitions, maps, charts.


-Briefly reviewed definition list


-Surface disturbance during sage grouse season in the spring


-Discussed maps – management areas, how data is collected.

-Briefly reviewed charts of data collected over the years  (some years better than others)

-Proposed using data from 2000 forward, earlier data is a little sketchy.

-Sage Grouse Harvest Data (hunting season and bags limits have changed)

-Briefly reviewed Annual Report 2002-2003 

      (would like group to review in depth at their leisure)

-Expressed need to fill in data gaps (wintering and brood rearing areas)

-Winter use areas– need to inventory them, not much data collected

Kelli Taylor – WGFD 

-Shared with group that she has some data mapped, but is still lacking data.

-Would be willing to share her work with group at a later date.

Questions:

1. Are Sage Grouse hatching later in the summer in higher elevations, do we have data to answer this? 

Answer:
No.

2. Forb population has dropped, causing sheep reductions and sage grouse reductions.  Is there a correlation to this?

Answer:
We don’t know. Although anecdotal observations suggest there might be a 



Correlation there is no evidence to prove this at this time.

Working Group Discussion

1. Missing 2 pages from Chris Burkett’s presentation from last meeting.  

a. Action item:  Dennie will send those out to members when he gets them.


2. Taped presentation of Chris Burkett’s presentation

a. Action item: Tom Christiansen will get a copy sent to Tim Stephens and Bill Alldredge


3. Selection of Chairperson

a. Decision: will be 1st item on agenda at the Nov. 15 meeting. 
 

4. Ground Rules draft copy:

a. Concerns shared regarding “Replacements”

b. Decision: will add item under sequence 2a:

i. Substitutes are allowed, but as an observer only, may provide technical input, but not act as a decision maker in place of working group member. 


5. Develop a Mission Statement: 

a. Decision: Through the efforts of local concerned citizens, recommend management actions that are based on the best science to enhance sagebrush habitats and ultimately sage grouse populations within the Big Horn Basin.


6. Schedule November meeting:

a. Meeting scheduled on November 15, 2004 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

b. Location: Marathon Oil Company Bldg, 1501 Stampede Avenue, Cody, WY.

c. Hal- day meeting and half-day field trip to BLM treatment areas.
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