Big Horn Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

January 19, 2005

Big Horn County Courthouse, Basin, WY

Working Group Members Present:

· Kathleen Jachowski, (Chair) Executive Director, Guardians of the Range, Cody 

· Tom Easterly, Wildlife Biologist, Wyoming Gas & Fish Department, Greybull

· Keith Hamilton, Rancher, Hyattville

· Marvin Blakesley, Adv. HES Professional, Marathon Oil Company, Cody

· Matt Call, Environmental Specialist, WyoBen (Bentonite), Greybull

· Chris Pfister, Rancher/Falconer, Worland

· Tim Stevens, Wildlife Biologist, Bureau of Land Management, Worland

· Carl Meyer, Director of Helicopter Operations, Hawkins & Powers Aviation, Greybull

· Bill Alldredge, Rancher (Retired Professor-CSU), Thermopolis

· Jim Mischke, District Conservationist, Nat’l. Resource Conservation District, Thermopolis

· Dennie Hammer, Regional I&E Specialist, Wyoming Gas & Fish Department, Cody

Working Group Members Absent:

· John Lumley, Hot Springs County Commissioner, Thermopolis

Facilitator and Note taker:

· Dennie Hammer, Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Guest Speakers

· Pat Deibert, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

· Joseph Bohne, Wyoming Game and Fish Department

· Observers
· Jeff Schweighart, Andarko Petroleum Corporation

· Cindy Sweet

· Tom Christiansen, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, Green River

· Nancy Joyce, South Big Horn County Conservation District, Manderson

· Dennie Hammer (facilitator)

· Provided the working group members with an introduction of the guest speakers and asked the observers to introduce themselves as well.

· Reviewed the agenda, Tom Christiansen asked for 10 minutes in the morning.

· Tom Christiansen

· Distributed copies of a compilation of Wyoming Wildlife Society Bulletin journal articles and others on predation and a 2002 project report on sage grouse habitat work done on the Deseret Ranch in Utah.

· Tom asked the working group members to sign a paper signifying that they support and understand the working group Charter and Ground Rules.

· Asked if all the working group members had received a letter from Gov. Dave Fruedenthal expressing his appreciation for their time and commitment. Marvin Blakesley indicated he had not and Tom said he would see that he does.

· Tom explained the proposal currently being discussed by the Joint Appropriations Committee contained within the Omnibus Spending Bill, that would allocate $500,000 as a line item in the Governors budget to be used by the local sage grouse working groups for project/plan implementation. Tom said it would be beneficial if the working group members took an active role in supporting this proposal.

· Each of the LWGs will be represented at the Western Governor’s Association Sage Grouse Local Working Group Conference in Reno, NV Feb 11-12. Various agency personnel (WGF, BLM, NRCS) personnel will be attending as well. We hope to bring home practical ideas that can be applied to the Wyoming situation. Kathleen Jachowski and Dennie Hammer will be attending from the Big Horn Basin. Representation from all seven of Wyoming’s LWG’s are hoping to attend.
· Acceptance Of Previous Meeting Minutes

· The meeting minutes of November 15, 2004 were reviewed and accepted and ready for publishing on the WGFD website.

· Pat Deibert-U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

· Pat utilized a Power Point presentation entitled: “Conservation Planning, the Endangered Species Act and the Greater sage grouse.” She informed the group of the listing decision, its ramifications and the importance of LWG success. 

· She can be contacted for information anytime, her email address Pat_Deibert@fws.gov (note the underscore between first and last name)

· Joseph Bohne- Wyoming Game and Fish Department

· Joe utilized a Power Point presentation entitled “Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage Grouse,” to provide information on the range wide Conservation Assessment for Sage Grouse and Sagebrush Habitats. 

· Roundtable Discussion: How do sage grouse affect me personally or professionally? 

· Each participant was allotted 15 minutes to provide a response to this question.

· Themes that evolved were, sagebrush control, predation, technology, viability of grouse populations, reclamation, land use stipulations, increased workload, obligate species, multiple use of public lands, heritage.

· Public Comment

· Jeff Schweighart, felt that there could be a better job of information sharing between industry and agencies
· The private sector does make a good effort at weed control along disturbed areas
· Sage grouse have benefited from oil field water discharges
· Action Items

· Pat Deibert will provide Tom Christiansen with a list of the 18-20 LWG plans that have passed PEACE review process to assist Wyoming working groups.

· Pat Deibert will send Dennie Hammer information on the Services “Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances”

· Tom Christiansen will send Kathleen the text of the line item in the Governors proposed budget on sage grouse projects.

· Dennie will send copies of handouts to John Lumley

· Jim Mischke will at a future date, give the group a presentation on the programs available through NRCS that might be useful to the groups recommended project(s) and provide a fact sheet to accompany the presentation.

· Bill Alldredge and Tom Easterly will look into the possibility of creating an intern position to assist in sage grouse data collection. A formal proposal may be necessary through Northwest College.

· Tom Easterly asked the group to document and inform him of wintering sage grouse observations

· Tom Christiansen will contact Alma Winword, sagebrush ecologist, to see if he could attend our May 2005 meeting and participate in a field trip.

· February Meeting Topics

· Review of the Working Group Conference in Reno – Kathleen Jachowski

· Review of the final Wyoming Sage Grouse Management Plan

· Specifically, the issues identified in the state plan

· Determine applicability of those issues to the Big Horn Basin

· Identify those issues applicable to the Big Horn Basin but not listed in the state plan

· (Example: winter/spring grazing on BLM)

· Continuous CRP Program update – Jim Mischke (tentative)

