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Kristie Brown, Sarah Buckiin-Comiskey, Dean Dick, Barbara Dobos, Pete Garrett, Stan Harter,
Ron Heward, Jerry Jasmer, Alison Lyon, Stacey Scott, Donna Wichers




July 31, 2006

Present: Daryl Lutz, Stacey Scott, Barbara Dobos, Pete Garrett, Ron Heward, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Justin Binfit, Jerry Jasmer, Brian Jensen, Tom Christiansen, Donna Wichers, Alison Holloran

Public present:  Justin Williams WDOA, Joe Bohne WGF & WAFWA, and Jim Cagney BLM.

Absent: Dean Dick, Robin Kepple, and Kristi Brown

No Public Comments were offered

2007 Commission meeting dates related to submission of local plan

Submission to November commission meeting may not be feasible.

Next one is in January 25th.  Followed by one in March

The NE group is having several public meetings as well as soliciting public comments through numerous venues. 

Public comments would be addressed by the working group during a meeting.

Commission needs to have plan 30 days in advance of their meeting.

Draft will be completed September 1.  

Internal review comments completed and to Justin Binfet by October 10th.

Next meeting on October 13th to address internal comments.

Meet on November 8th to finalize plan for public review.

Send out plan to public November 13th.

Close public comment period December 15th.

Meet on January 8th to review public comments and finalize plan for Commission.

Tentatively present the plan for the January 25th Commission meeting with the March meeting as a backup.

Public meetings:  

Tentatively December 5th  in Casper – evening.

December 7th Medicine Bow (afternoon) & Laramie (evening)

Criteria for using legislative funds

We will have $134,000 to be used over 2 years. Available now.  

For Project implementation or implementation of plan.  Funds can be matched with State or Federal funds.  On private land, encourage the use of the Landowner Incentive Program which does require nonfederal match.

The group can solicit project proposals if we wish.

Brian Jensen – Haygood project is on course.   Working with NRCS to modify some existing sagebrush management projects to make them more wildlife friendly.

Dave Whisler – riparian project, may also expand into upland areas.  Possibly rotational grazing.

John Mellon – wants to expand Martin Ranch project onto his property.

Frank Solavan – (outside working group area – Washakie County)  sagebrush mgmt.

Some folks have backed off of projects because of the drought.

To solicit projects, get funding announcement in the WY livestock Roundup and information to local USDA offices.  Robin will develop the information and submit to the Roundup and to Jerry who will provide it to the USDA offices in the local work group area.

Proposals should be sent to Brian Jensen at the NRCS.

Project proposals solicited by October 31st.

Review funding and project proposals at November meeting.

Research Update:  There is a proposal to turn the Hat Six project into a Masters program incorporating research and development of a conservation plan for the lek area.  This could be a potential project for Work Group funding.

BLM Livestock Grazing Practices Synthesis

Individual and group comments are welcome.  

Jim Cagney – BLM wants to develop Livestock Grazing BMPs in fulfillment of their Sage Grouse Management Plan.   WAFWA is collaborating.   BLM is seeking to keep the use of this information voluntary.  Leadership for the effort is from the BLM Science and Technology center in Denver.  The effort is backing away from BMPs because it sounds too regulatory.  Reviewed highpoints of  draft (version 12) of proposal.  Justin Williams and Joe B. offered additional comments.

Group asked questions and discussed the value of this effort to the Local Work Group and how the information would be used.

· Will the LWG synthesize the literature and provide grazing recommendations that BLM can use?

· Will the proposal provide information that can be of value to the LWG?

· What does the local working group want?

Later in the meeting the group discussed and came to the consensus that:

· The WG would not be providing grazing recommendations that 

would be usable to BLM.

· The proposed lit. review effort could provide products that would be of value to the LWG?

· The local working group would welcome a publication that provides summaries of studies on sage grouse habitat and livestock grazing relationships and a publication that poses pertinent questions and gives answers that are scientifically referenced (example Lek document but add the scientific references).

Stacey will draft a letter to Jim C. relating the above.

Jasmer Note to Group on Cheat grass seed percentage issue:

Justin Williams provided the following information:   There are several classifications of weeds that are addressed differently under state seed law.

Cheat grass is a “Common Weed”  State seed law allows up to 2% by weight of common weed in the seed lot.

There are other thresholds for other types of weeds ie. Restricted Noxious weeds, Prohibited weeds, Restricted weeds.

Next meeting is on October 13th
Actions: 

· Brian will check into reimbursement status for the Martin Ranch project

· Robin will work up a request for proposals for projects and provide to the Roundup and to Jerry for use by local USDA offices.

· Robin will send out the plan completion schedule to entire group.

· Justin, Allison, & Sarah (and possibly Dean and Donna) will meet to refine and revise PMAs related to Oil and Gas.

· Brian Jensen, Everet Bainter, & Justin Binfit will try to develop some more specific grazing strategies to address and provide for the four seasonal SG habitat needs  target date is August 15.

· Stacey will send a letter to BLM Jim Cagney regarding the grazing literature synthesis proposal.







