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Kristie Brown, Sarah Buckiin-Comiskey, Dean Dick, Barbara Dobos, Pete Garrett, Stan Harter,
Ron Heward, Jerry Jasmer, Alison Lyon, Stacey Scott, Donna Wichers




June 28, 2006

Present: Daryl Lutz, Stacey Scott, Barbara Dobos, Pete Garrett, Ron Heward, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Justin Binfit, Robin Kepple

Absent: Dean Dick, Jerry Jasmer, Kristi Brown, Donna Wichers, and Alison Holloran

No Public Comments were offered

Hat Six sage grouse collaring project

Justin Binfit shared information from recent sage grouse collaring/tracking project at Hat Six lek. Females are dispersing up to 15 miles from the lek for nesting. Males are clustering near lek. Is this winter range? If so, should talk to the landowner where the males are clustering. 

Money is available for another year to get another set of collars. Collars have 12-15 month lifespan (batteries). Would be nice to know if birds return to the same spot/nest sites next year. One female is nesting in a small finger of sagebrush habitat. She had to go through timbered habitat to get there. 

Had 30 collared grouse at start of the project. Five of them have died: four females and one male. Not certain how they died. It’s hard to get in there soon enough to make a good determination. Group members mentioned BLM restrictions within 2 miles of lek, but birds are nesting well beyond that two miles. G&F biologists will do flights in August to look at late brood rearing habitat use.

Possible easement near Medicine Bow to benefit sage grouse

A landowner contacted Stacey Scott concerning some land he recently purchased from a developer. The landowner wants to get an easement on the land to prevent development and protect sage grouse. He requested a letter from the working group identifying the land as sage grouse habitat. Although vegetation is sparse, there is some healthy sagebrush along the creek and evidence of sage grouse has been found. However, overall all the area is poor habitat. 

Daryl suggested that a commitment be added to the conservation strategy for G&F to send a biologist to assess the habitat. (possibly the Laramie biologist). Biologist could evaluate the potential for a conservation easement or site-specific, on-the-ground actions. 

Grazing experts at July 31 meeting

The group discussed hosting a panel of grazing experts at the July 31 meeting. Would include representatives from WY Dept. of Ag, BLM, BLM Science and Technology Center, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, and G&F. Would require about an hour to discuss protocol.

It was asked whether a synopsis of the research would be available prior to the July 31 meeting as some group members would like to see it beforehand. Daryl expressed concern that group progress would be slowed down waiting on BMPs and RMPs.

Group agreed to host the experts at the July 31 meeting. Robin will inform Tom Christiansen by e-mail.

Martin Ranch proposal

Group decided to fund the Martin Ranch project. Need to talk with Tom C. about how to get the money in place. Project is requesting $10,500. Robin will follow up with Tom.

There is still some confusion on how group can access/use the money from the governor’s fund. Is there a treasurer? How do we get it? Robin will consult with Tom C. for answers.

Plan timeline 

Plan goal: After the July 31 meeting, no need for another meeting until sometime in September. At that time group will meet again and talk about any changes. Then a final draft will be compiled by the end of Sept. This draft should be ready to go to the commission in November.

Justin reorganized the tables to be easier to read and so it is more comprehensive. Group liked what he did. 

Focus Areas

It was decided that focus areas would not be included in the final draft plan. Although they helped the group reach a goal, they are no longer contributing to the conservation strategy. The conservation plan applies across the board. If necessary, can identify projects specific to working group areas – can focus its area of influence into the language in the plan. 

Daryl said there is no value in mentioning the focus areas in the plan at all. He said there is no need to show how the group reached its goals. 

Conservation strategy:

Justin has incorporated all comments from previous meeting into document. There were very few comments from group members. Today we will go through the tables line by line. Once everyone is OK with the results, Justin and Daryl will put the conservation strategy together with the assessment to complete the plan. 

Conservation commitments – changed some dialogue

Proposed Management Actions – should it be recommended? PMAs are higher than recommended actions; (group will make an effort to accomplish a PMA). Sarah was not comfortable with the word “proposed” because it has a different meaning to the BLM. 

PMAs are a step below commitments but a step above recommended practices. A definition of PMAs is included in the plan. Sarah was happy with the definition.

Group reviewed changes/additions to conservation tables from previous meeting. 

Sarah requested an opportunity to review the document with BLM folks again. She said it is not an easy process and she must be able to explain the proposals to the BLM to get them to commit. Working group can then consider any requested changes. 

A suggestion was made to avoid acronyms whenever possible to make the plan easy for the average person to understand. 

A discussion on winter habitat raised the following question: “what is criteria for winter habitat?”  G&F determines it, and BLM uses this data. Does G&F have a definition of winter habitat? If so, does it need to be changed to reflect the mild winters the state has been experiencing in recent decades? Have not had a “real” Wyoming winter in some time. Could change the definition of winter habitat. 

Actions: 

· Sarah will talk with the BLM about cheat grass percentages.

· Stacey will talk to Brian at weed and pest about leafy spurge.

· Stacey will talk to Brian about RAATS treatments.

· Barbara will call Donna to get an update (if any) on the technician position proposal.

· Stacey will e-mail group members (especially those absent today) to remind them to review the upcoming draft plan, to get comments to Justin by July 14, and to please attend the July 31 meeting. 

· Robin will invite Tom C. to the July 31 meeting

Future agenda item: 

Discuss with oil and gas people: law on physical attributes and economics of pulling oil and gas out of the ground. (5-acre spacing, directional drilling).

July 31 meeting:

Will host grazing experts in morning session

Remainder of the day will be spent reviewing changes to conservation strategy tables

Justin will have a draft of the plan out to group members no later than July 7. Please have any revisions back to Justin by July 14. He will then send a completed draft back to the group by July 24. 

Justin and Daryl will spend August making finishing touches on the tables. Then they will put the plan together for the group. 







