Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

Wednesday, November 8, 2006
Guests – George Soehn Biologist with BLM.

Took group photo with our nice new shirts.

Technician position was discussed. Would need $60-65K. Energy and mineral companies are willing to consider providing support. However, they need to know the specifics of the position’s activities. Habitat mapping and baseline condition documentation would be of value to industry. Some opportunity to provide PR would also be of value. Donna will draft a letter explaining the details. Dean will work with Donna to compile a list of who to send the letter to. 

Position would be for 2 years and would likely be supervised by Justin.

 (unnecessary since the topic is addressed below)

Discussed the December public meetings, who will be attending and how the meetings should be organized, who will be making presentations, visual aids, etc. Reviewed the distribution list that the NE LWG used and localized it for the BHSB area. Robin will publicize the meetings. Justin will get copies printed.

Group discussed sending a copy of the document to USFWS for their informal review and comment relative to the USFWS PECE Policy (Policy for Evaluation of Conservation Efforts).  Group agreed to send a copy to Pat Diebert, and ask for comments prior to Dec. 15.

Tom reported on the WAFWA funding meeting he attended in Boise, ID relative to the Cooperative Sagebrush Initiative –(CSI).  The energy industry is leading the CSI and may provide significant funding for projects in the near future. There is a meeting in December in Denver where the recommendations from the Boise meeting will be considered and the future of this initiative will be further planned. 

A Feb. 1 funding deadline is being proposed for applications to be received for the Wyoming General Fund appropriation for sage-grouse projects (WY Sage-Grouse Conservation Fund).. Tom will discuss with remaining LWGs

Reviewed internal comments on the conservation plan that required discussion and consensus.

Next meeting is scheduled for January 8, starting at 8:30 a.m.

