Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

Friday, Oct. 13, 2006
Present: Daryl Lutz, Stacey Scott, Barbara Dobos, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Jerry Jasmer, Donna Wichers, Dean Dick, Pete Garrett, Ron Heward, Alison Lyon-Holloran, Kristie Brown, Tom Christiansen, Brian Jensen, Justin Binfet, Robin Kepple.

Guests – Dave Lockman and his wife; Rancher Dennis Sun; Tom Rinkes and Joe Meyer from BLM; Justin Williams from Dept. of Ag.

Meeting opened with introductions and then Stacey introduced the agenda item of BLMs role on the LWG. Joe Meyer of BLM  addressed the group regarding replacing Sarah, who now has a different position in coal area.  BLM Resources Division will want to be involved with implementation once the plan is approved. Discussion. Meetings after the plan is completed would be less frequent to review new findings, look at implemented and newly proposed projects, and keep the plan current. Ag groups have expressed a desire for LWGs to continue to meet and function after the plan is approved. 

Group members expressed opinion that if Sarah could not be retained on the group then they do not want the BLM to replace her. Just won’t have BLM presence on the group.

They asked if Sarah could continue with the group until January 2007. By that time the plan should be complete. Meyer said he will take the comments back to the BLM office.

Dennis Sun presented a proposal to have Dave Lockman do a 2-year study of sage grouse and antelope numbers and habitat. Approximately 50,000 acres including portions Forgey Ranch and Diamond Ring ranch. Daryl questioned how this project would compare geographically with the BLM Wind River SMA. Dennis wants to determine what the condition of his resources are and whether he is managing correctly.

Dave Lockman continued to describe proposal as well as his credentials. Dave described a similar project with the Rimfire Ranch in the Green River Basin. He brought up idea of using a ranch setting to provide training/workshops to ranchers on wildlife and habitat health indicators and conditions. Discussed the parameters to be measured and how the data will be distributed. Dave said the landowners will own the data. Dennis said that he and his neighbors will be willing to share the info with the sponsors. Would allow some groups to come out for public information sharing.  Would not want to open the gates to everyone to come out and “love the sage grouse to death.”

Tom Christiansen related the potential funding that is surfacing and could entail millions.

Dave indicated an approximate cost of $75,000 per year. Group wants to support the study.  Daryl will work with Dave and Dennis to work up a proposal. Dennis asked for a letter of support from the group, which Stacey will draft.

Tom elaborated on funding sources and fund administration.  The energy funds would need to be applied for by the end of October.  

Pete Garrett has been involved with a group of Ag folks. They are not in favor of the BLM/WAFWA effort review the grazing/sage grouse literature and produce a set of guidelines/BMPs. Discussion. Stacey would like to have the effort identify where sage grouse numbers have increased and possible reasons why. Justin Williams was asked to update the group on the new structure of the effort. The oversight group and technical group is being reformatted to reflect a perceived lack of range specialists participating in the effort.  If the groups efforts are successful, it is hoped that their findings could be used by the LWGs/WGFD to supplement the approved conservation plans.

State Grazing Board has formed a technical team (Dick Loper) that can provide assistance to LWGs on grazing recommendations.

Discussed project implementation prioritization flow chart on page 47. Process seems to be biased toward habitat projects as presently worded.  Alison, Barb, & Brian will work on this and will provide by October 23.

Project application deadlines were discussed. One time per year, multiple times, continuous review and approval? Set deadlines encourage well thought out and written proposals. Continuous review allows projects with short fuses to be funded.   Considering trying to have a state deadline rather than have different deadlines for each LWG. Consider same deadlines and Natural Resource Trust Fund. Decided to accept applications all year and fund two times during the year, June and January. Willing to be flexible with these dates to work toward a state deadline.

Because of another meeting conflict the Casper Public Meeting for the sage grouse plan needs to be rescheduled.  Decided to hold Public Meetings - December 6 , 7 p.m. in Casper.   Medicine Bow - December 7, 3 p.m.  Laramie - December 7, 7 p.m.

Discussed potential of funding or assisting with funding a seasonal technician position for 1 to 2 years. Group was in favor of considering. Justin will send out goaled activities and cost. Might be possible to get industry to contribute. Will address again at the Nov. meeting.

Agenda item – group comment on BLM RMP. Discussed the need to make comments by 10/19. Sarah would really like the group to comment on it. Wind River SMA would cover about 54,000 acres. In the SMA, considerations for sage grouse, raptors, and other considerations would not apply. In exchange leks on about 300,000 acres in Bates Hole would have additional “protection.” Discretionary wildlife use of 54,000 acres (raptors, grouse, plover, etc. winter big game range). Sacrifice Wind River SMA in favor of Bates hole management area. SMA can include mitigation, although not mandatory. 

Discussion continued. Sarah will contact Daryl to develop comments in behalf of group for Oct. 19 deadline. Will e-mail comments to group members. 

Tom presented several materials for group’s use. Raven/Sage grouse meeting DVD; Steve Monsen Restoration Manual DVD.

Began Discussion of Conservation Assessment document and suggested edits.  

Next meeting scheduled for November 8, starting at 8:30 a.m.

