Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

August 4, 2004 meeting

Present: Tom Christiansen, Michelle Zitek, Stan Harter, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Pete Garrett, Ron Heward, Kristie Brown, Barbara Dobos, Vicki Spencer, Stacy Scott, Donna Wichers, Gerald Jasmer, Dean Dick 

Absent: Alison Lyon

No public comments were offered

State Updates on Sage Grouse: Tom Christensen 

· The Governor and the Director would like to see plans that are “on the ground”, plans that don’t need to be signed off on.

· Animal Damage Management Board has set aside $20,000 for Sage Grouse, submit projects by 12/15/04.

· Sage Grouse of Colorado booklet was passed out to the group. The author, Alma Winward, will give a presentation and field day in Casper 8/19 and 8/20. 

· Tom circulated a sign-out sheet for a video of Deseret Ranch  tour throughout the group.

Expo brochure: Stan presented a brochure for the group to look at. Please submit any 


comments to Stan by 8/20/04. Also, Tom will get out a list of who will be 



working the Expo and what time by 8/20/04

Review:

· Michelle reviewed with the group what steps have been taken so far to inform the group on different Sage Grouse issues so that they could begin to make decisions.

Timeline:  Michelle reviewed the agenda items brainstormed by the group at the last meeting and organized them within a timeline.  An updated copy is attached.

Funding: Information on funding to be available by the next meeting.  Group members will present information on funding opportunities, grant requirements, deadlines and other pertinent information.

Sarah: will check on BLM funds available

Vicki/Alison:  Audubon   funds, and other grants she may be aware of.

 Jerry: NRCS funding .

Stan: Game and Fish/State and foundation funding

Donna: make a pitch to mining companies, need to see plan first.

Kristie: private donations

Limiting factors: The group used the state plan to determine what might be factors in the 


 
    project area and rated the items, 1-10, with 10 being the highest.

· Conflicting wildlife and wild horse management goals/4

· Farming/was removed as a factor for the area

· Hunting/4 

· Invasive plants/8

· Livestock grazing/8

· Mineral Development/7

· Parasites and disease/5 

· Pesticides/was removed as a factor for the area

· Predation/5

· Recreation/2

· Residential development/4

· Vegetation Management/10

· Weather/10

The above factors were noted on a map to see the effects on the Sage Grouse areas. Some items were determined to be Statewide and some items were difficult to map. Sarah is going to contact Natrona County Weed & Pest to get a map of invasive plants.  Donna is going to obtain a mineral map.

· Homework: The group was assigned to look over the information in the Statewide Plan for the above listed factors.

Potential Solutions for limiting factors:

· Draft recommendations on zoning development (Dean working on this)

· Study on various (3 different) grazing practices impact on Sage Grouse in Bates Hole area (Long term study)

· Reviewed research proposal that Stan put together (Endorsed by group)/Alison and Stan will look into adding predator research to the proposal.

· On site prescriptions available for private lands for Sage Grouse needs. (Biologist available, NRCS could have ½ position,  (Jerry and Stacey will draft a letter to Terry Cleveland and circulate it next week)

· One day workshop training for agencies on Sage Grouse habitat, needs, etc., one at each working group location, The group endorsed this concept, Jerry is working on the details.

· Host a dinner for landowners (possibly in January) with information on Sage Grouse to promote awareness, sign up sheet for interested parties that would like to know more.

· Presentation at various local interest meetings (later date)

· Equipment purchase for habitat projects (long term)

· GIS person doing seasonal mapping (Tom will put LWG on list)

· News release, magazine article (Wyoming Wildlife?) on LEK sites, have public report LEK sites next spring and recruit volunteers. 

· Change state bird to the Sage Grouse

Dean Dick volunteered to have someone from the Pipeline Industry take notes at the September 16 meeting.

Next meeting:

· September 16th, 8am, Casper Regional Office (Pathfinder Mine agreed to provide lunch for working group members.)

· October 12th, 8am, Casper Regional Office

