Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

Field Tour June 28 & 29, 2004

Present:  Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Pete Garrett, Barbara Dobos, Dean Dick, Kristie Brown, Stacy Scott, Paul Obert, Gerald Jasmer, Stan Harter, Donna Wichers, Ron Heward, Michelle Zitek, George Soehn, Charlie Fifield, Pete Scott, Curt Cox

Absent:  Alison Lyon

Working group members and presenters met at the junction of Wyoming Highway 487 and Natrona County Road 403.  Members toured sagebrush habitats along the Lower and Upper Bates Hole Stock Trail, the Lawn Creek/Mud Springs Area, the Bates Creek Reservoir and Shirley Rim Areas.  Presenters and group members discussed habitat conditions, habitat requirements for sage-grouse, livestock grazing management, and fire/habitat/range improvements that had been done in various portions of the working group project area.  The group then traveled to Shirley Basin Mine, and toured reclamation operations.

Tuesday, June 29, 2004

Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Pete Garrett, Barbara Dobos, Dean Dick, Kristie Brown, Stacy Scott, Paul Obert, Gerald Jasmer, Stan Harter, Donna Wichers, Ron Heward, Michelle Zitek, Bob Gates, Lloyd Wright, Monty Shed

Absent:  Alison Lyon

Group members met at the Casper Regional office.

No public comments were offered.

The group approved the minutes from the May 20 meeting.  They discussed how the minutes would be approved, and decided after notes are sent out, working group members will have two weeks to recommended changes.  If an individual has not responded within two weeks, we will assume the notes are okay.

Working group members discussed participation in the Wyoming Hunting and Fishing Heritage Expo, September 9-12, 2004.  They decided the group should be represented.  Individuals volunteered as follows:  

Friday, Sept. 9:  Ron Heward 9-1, Kristie Brown 9-12, NRCS 1-5

Saturday, Sept. 10:  Stan Harter

As needed:  Barbara Dobos, Stacey Scott, Donna Wichers

Stan and Jerry will design a brochure with a map of the area and trend information by August 4 for discussion at the next meeting.  Booth participants will take names and addresses and invite those who stop by to the next meeting if they are interested.  Michelle agreed to check with Tom C. on the potential for a working group shirt.

The group brainstormed a list of agenda items for the August 4 meeting.  Items discussed include:  limiting factors, differences between areas to make projects apply, nail down a specific area, prioritize potential projects, strategy for reviewing projects, process for getting projects, funding sources.  The group agreed that some work to build a foundation might need to be done before projects can be started.

The group then toured the Wallace Creek and Cooper Reservoir gas fields, and discussed sage-grouse populations in the area, timing/occupancy stipulations and management options pertaining to mineral development.

The next meeting will be held August 4, beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Casper Regional Office.  

A meeting was also scheduled for September 16.  

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Zitek

