Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

May 20,2004

Casper Regional Office

1) Those in attendance: Stan Harter, Michelle Zitek, Stacey Scott, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Donna Wichers, Kristie Brown, Paul Obert, Pete Garrett, Barbara Dobos, Dean Dick, Tom Christiansen, Ken Hamilton, Bob Budd, Pat Diebert. Absent: Ron Heward, Alison Lyon, Jerry Jasmer. 

2) Reviewed and approved minutes from the previous meeting.  Reviewed and approved the agenda.

3) No public comments were offered.

4) Reviewed and approved local charter changes made at other working group meetings. 

5) Reviewed and finalized ground rule changes.  A signatory page was circulated and signed by all group members present approving the final charter and ground rules.

6) Agreed on the following mission statement:

The mission of the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin (Casper) local sage-grouse working group is to develop and implement strategies that maintain and improve sagebrush communities for sage-grouse and other species.

7) Endangered Species listing presentation (Handout provided)

Pat Diebert with the US Fish and Wildlife Service gave a presentation on how to add, remove or change the status of a species. 

Change status - Petition to list, 90 day review. The outcome will be a positive or negative finding. If it is negative then the review is complete, if it is positive it then moves on to a status review. It takes about 9 months for a status review. Sage-grouse are in the status review period.

Conservation Planning

Evaluation of conservation efforts 

Further discussion.

8) Review of statewide sage-grouse working group plan

Bob Bud talked about how this group does not need to re-write the statewide       conservation plan as it has already been done. 

Discussed GIS mapping

Q & A from the group

9) Tom Christiansen had a Q & A from the group about notebook materials. He then    

invited everyone to the Deseret Ranch on June 10, 2004 with the Pinedale group.  By   June 7, 2004 the working group needs to let Stan Harter know if they are going to the ranch. 

10) Stan Harter gave a presentation on Casper area sage-grouse trends, status, impacts

      and potential.  (A handout will be provided.)

     Discussion followed the presentation.

11) Stacey Scott addressed the group in regards to making public presentations to any   

     interested groups. The group was in favor of this. Stacey and Stan will work further on 

     this. 

12) Discussion on adding members at this time. It was decided that since the meetings  

      have already begun to not induct additional members. 

      Press release to be done to make others aware of the efforts of the sage-grouse 

      working group..

     It was decided to have the meeting minutes on the web site.

     The group agreed to different types of outreach to different individuals to assist with  

     the plan.

13) Next Meeting 

     June 28 &29, 2004 - Field trip to Bates Hole/Shirley Basin. The majority of the group

     will meet at 8am at the WGFD and the remainder of the group at the Sand pile on

     County Road 403 off 487 at 9am. It was decided to bring a bag lunch. Others to attend 

     are G&F habitat person, BLM rangeland management specialist and NRCS range 

     conservationist. Dress for the weather.

     Some questions to address:

     “What does good sage-grouse habitat look like?”

     “What does winter habitat look like?”

     “What is the impact of human development on the habitat?”

14) No public comment

15) Meeting adjourned

