Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

April 21, 2005

Present: Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Pete Garrett, Robin Kepple, Stacy Scott, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Kristie Brown, Jerry Jasmer, and Jill Poldervaart.

Absent: Dean Dick, Ron Heward, Barbara Dobos, Donna Wichers

Public Comment

There were no public comments offered.

Nominating Sage Grouse for State Quarter

· Deadline for nominations is April 30, 2005, must be 50 words or less.

· Some key points were discussed: Tough bird, symbol of State, easy to stylize and put on quarter, room to put something in the background.

· Committee Chair for State Quarter is Jack Rosenthal

· Stacy Scott to write the nomination.

Joint Sage Grouse Working Group Meeting

· Tom Christiansen proposing a joint Sage Grouse working group meeting in August.

· Hand out passed out to group with suggested dates and agenda items.

· Everyone to reply to Tom Christiansen individually as to the dates and agenda items.

Trip to Deseret

The trip is scheduled for Wednesday, June 29th; please let Daryl Lutz know as soon as possible if you are going to go.

Review Energy Development Overlay Maps

The group reviewed energy development overlay maps. Sarah brought maps of leks as well. The group discussed the different maps and a consensus was made to write the conservation plan based on areas, and not issues.

Trip to Hanna

The trip is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17th, with a possible 7 a.m. departure. This will be the May meeting and the group will coordinate through E-mail with Jerry and Robin. 

· Sarah to invite a biologist from BLM

· Donna to possibly make contact with the coal company

· Have individuals involved in activities around the area talk about what they are doing pertaining to sage grouse.

· Robin to invite Bob Lanka and a field biologist from Laramie.

Graze for Grouse video

Jerry presented a video in which researchers did a study to manage weeds and other desirables using livestock.

NRCS Sage Grouse Conference

· 30-40 people stayed through the whole conference. At peak times there were about 90 people.

· Approximately 60 people were taken to the Hat Six Lek; a television crew also went.

· Several people learned a lot at the conference – eyes were opened.

Interim Projects

· Habitat Biologist – Met with Director Terry Cleveland with Game & Fish and their source of funds for the position has fallen through. If Game & Fish cannot get funds, then a possibility is that NRCS can hire and then Game & Fish supports the position for three years; waiting to hear on that proposal.

· Pete talked with Tommy Haygood about sagebrush restoration on top of Muddy Mountain by Baldy. He is looking for matching funds. He has mostly heavy, old-age brush with no grasses that are good for nesting. Does not have brood rearing habitat.

· Industry Field Trip – August 18, 2005 is the proposed date for an industry field trip to reach out to private landowners. This could potentially be an annual field trip. The group would facilitate the tour. Pete, Stacy and Daryl to work on invitations for the trip.

Sage Grouse Handouts

· “Enhancing Sage Grouse Habitat…A Wyoming Guide” 

· “Sage Grouse Habitat Management Guidelines for Wyoming”

· Review the above handouts and e-mail any comments to Tom Christiansen by May 2nd.

Long Term Projects

· Alison to e-mail goals and objectives for project #1 a week prior to the Hanna trip.

· NRCS funding not available for research, but is available for land management.

· Summer Game & Fish intern could be used for monitoring.

Next Meeting Agenda

· Next meeting is the Hanna field trip set for Tuesday May 17th
· The June meeting is June 28th at 8:30 with the following agenda:

a) Group chair position discussion

b) Continuation of long term projects

c) Funds availability, try to get Tom Christiansen to attend or send information.

d) Daryl to write draft conservation plan for Bates Hole area

e) Discuss Hanna field trip

f) Review status of August landowner tour.

