Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Working Group

Wyoming Game & Fish Dept. Casper Regional Office

March 4 & 5th Meeting

March 4, 2004  

Present:  John Emmerich, Chris Burkett, Alison Lyon, Dean Dick, Barbara Dobos, Paul Sweeny, Jerry Jasmer, Pete Garrett, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Kristie Brown, Ryan Lance, Donna Wichers, Stacy Scott, Stan Harter, Tom Christiansen, Tom rinks, Bruce Lawson, Michelle Zitek

John Emmerich, WGFD Wildlife Assistant Division Chief and Ryan Lance, Governors Office Representative welcomed the working group members.  John read letters of support from the Department of Agriculture, Petroleum Association and the Wyoming Wildlife Federation.  Ryan indicated that the governor is supportive of this effort and of the collaborative approach being undertaken by this group.

Michelle Zitek introduced herself and discussed her role as the facilitator for the group.  She said her role is to help the group be successful, that is to help the group meet the goals they establish. 

Tom Christiansen introduced himself and discussed his role.  He is the statewide sage-grouse coordinator, and is not a member of the group but will be available to provide technical expertise as needed. 

Participants introduced themselves and shared why they had decided to participate on the local working group.

The group reviewed the agenda.  No changes were made.

Tom Christiansen gave an overview of the group purpose, charter, authority and individual roles.  Copies of the charter were distributed for discussion later in the meeting.

Michelle Zitek led a discussion about the draft ground rules.  Changes were made and incorporated for review on day 2. 

Tom gave an overview of the process from day 1 until the end of the group’s work.  

Chris Burkett led a group training exercise.

The group reviewed the charter and made changes.  The changes were reviewed on day 2.

March 5, 2004

Present:  Tom Christiansen, Stan Harter, Stacy Scott, Donna Wichers, Alison Lyon, Matt Holloran, Ryan Lance, Kristie Brown, Ron Heward, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Pete Garrett, Paul Ober, Jerry Jasmer, Paul Sweeney, Barbara Dobos, Dean Dick, Dwight Bunnell

The group reviewed day 1 and the remaining agenda.  

Tom Christiansen provided information on travel reimbursement for participants and passed out travel forms.

Matt Holloran, UW doctoral candidate presented information on Sage-Grouse Biology and Management.  Tom Christiansen presented information on statewide population trends.  Dwight Bunnell, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agency Sage-Grouse Coordinator presented information about sage-grouse issues range wide.  Opportunities were provided throughout the presentations for questions.

The group reviewed the changes that were made to the charter and ground rules.  These changes will be taken to the local working groups in Gillette and Pinedale for their review, to ensure consistency among groups.  

Stacy Scott was selected to act as the chairperson.

The group discussed goals for the next meeting.  Potential topics were listed on the board.  Topics were divided into two meetings.  Topics listed for meeting one were:  detailed description of the local planning area to include identifying the area with GIS mapping, occupied leks, bird and habitat information, and surface ownership by Stan Harter (2 hours, with 1 hr. for Q&A), Question and Answer time on notebook materials by Tom Christiansen (1 hour), Summary of the State Plan (1 hour), Endangered Species listing information (1 hour), the Game and Fish Department agreed to take notes at the next meeting - note takers for other meetings will be discussed during this meeting (15 minutes).

The group decided meeting two would take two days.  Habitat biologists from various agencies will present information to the group, and then a habitat field trip will be planned.  Agencies representatives from the BLM, WGFD, NRCS will be invited to attend.  The BLM representative should plan to include strategies the BLM uses to manage plants.  The WGFD will discuss the habitat assessment procedures for sage-grouse. 

Stacy Scott invited the group to visit a lek with him on April 10 at 5:45 a.m.

Meeting dates were selected.  Meetings will begin at 9 a.m. and held at the Casper office, unless other arrangements are noted on agendas.  Dates selected were May 20, June 28-29, August 4.  

The meeting was evaluated using a +/delta chart.  Participants indicated what they thought went well, and what they thought could have been improved.  Items listed that participants thought went well included:  the group training by Chris Burkett, kept the momentum of the meeting going (i.e. able to flex with time changes), got all the “housekeeping” items out of the way, got an overview of the big picture and sage-grouse issues, could ask questions during the presentations, the biology of the bird presentation was good, good to try to get ahead of schedule.  Items participants thought could have been improved:  the cooler with the drinks and ice could be oiled so it didn’t squeak, room temperature, Chris might focus more on how to prevent flooding and positions versus interests, public comment time at the end, it was sometimes difficult to hear, some of the text in the group training was too small.

The meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Zitek

