Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

February 22, 2005

Present: Michelle Zitek, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Ron Heward, Robin Kepple, Stacy Scott, Barbara Dobos, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Donna Wichers, Kristie Brown, Jerry Jasmer, Tom Christiansen and Jill Poldervaart.

Absent: Dean Dick and Pete Garrett

Public Comment

There were no public comments offered.

General Information

· Handouts from the Governors Association Meeting

· Projects (not in our area): NE group- reclamation/seeding brochure completed

· Sign up sheet was passed around for shirt orders

Review model of goals and objectives for energy development

· Tools used for the model: Map of peak Sage Grouse Lek attendance within our area, map of mineral extraction and a coal map and the state plan.

· Discussion on which areas to concentrate on: Prioritize areas with high Sage Grouse density or also include the other areas with lower density.

· Daryl is going to create an overlay map

· Daryl and Sarah are going to create a mineral & vegetative map

· Sarah to complete Oil & Gas map

· Tom to send a CD of the GIS maps to Daryl

Review long-term projects

A handout was given to the group with 7 projects on it, discussion followed.

· Project #1: Look at what is unique, what has been done, what has been addressed, monitoring Sage Grouse land use and correlate with grazing, time controlled grazing, also monitor predators and correlate with grazing, right system prescribed for site.

· Project #2: Commonality between areas that have increased Sage Grouse habitat, keys to future research.

· Project #3: Does not require us to do anything. Stacey Scott has a brother who would like to burn a small section of sagebrush at a time to promote rejuvenation.

· Project #4: Education to public on finding a dead bird, Tom Christiansen indicates this is being done on a statewide scale.

· Project #5: Working it into first project or Ron Hewards area or pick an area with disturbance to monitor/ possibly part of every project, necessary piece.

· Project #6: Landowner guide- Tom Christiansen getting one put together will be in about 6 months. 

· Project #7: Predator control to help Sage Grouse populations.

· The group is to think about these long-term projects and decide which ones to pursue by the next meeting. 

Guest Speaker

Chet Skilbred gave a slide presentation on reclaiming sagebrush habitat at the Dave Johnston Coal mine, which was shut down in September 2004.

Interim Projects

· Casper position: Jerry advised the position has not been advertised yet, he spoke to Game & Fish and their source of funding fell through, but thinks they can still come up with something. NRCS is going to build on to their Casper field office, which would accommodate this person. Jerry has a meeting with Terry Cleveland on March 22nd. Additional item, draft agenda for the three workshops was passed out to the group. If any agencies can lend vans to the workshop for a field trip day, let Jerry know. 

· Ron Heward’s project: Handout passed out about the project and the grant proposal, funding is in the works. 

National Sage Grouse Conference

Sarah, Michelle, Stacy and Tom went to the conference. They offered some information to the group that they obtained from the conference.

· There was representation from over 60 working groups 

· A Colorado group that had been meeting for 9 years still had not drafted their conservation plan. They couldn’t seem to get a consensus as a group on the conservation plan. They had completed some projects and had others on the ground. 

· In order for working groups to be successful, must trust each other. 

· Funding consensus: Turnover in agency, getting right people, keep group motivated, get next generation involved, problems implementing plan (not getting total support)

· How do we address fire in our plan?

· Maybe look at other states plan?

· Funding for projects, but not funding for monitoring, which is needed.

· www.westgov.org, to obtain notes from conference, www.sagemap.wr.usgs.gov, to obtain information on Sage Grouse throughout the west, research.

Monitoring Leks

· There are a plefer of Leks that have not been looked at in some time. 

· 26 Leks between 2000-2004, unknown or not located, 9 of them have multiple counts that still come up unknown or not located. Some of the 26 were looked at in 1984, then not again until 2003.

· 32 Leks have not been looked at within the last 5 years. Some are not active, unknown or not found. Some Leks were active in 1998, but have not been looked at since.

· Rebecca will update her list and then distribute it along with maps so that we can get volunteers to check Leks. 

Next Meeting


The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 21st at 8:30am.

Agenda items:

· Chair is up in March, maintain or appoint new chair?

· Maps

· Long term & interim projects

· The group agreed to endorse SF41, Stacy to write a letter of endorsement.
