Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

February 14, 2006
Guests – Justin Williams, Wyoming Dept. of Ag; Brian Jensen, WGFD; Phil Oestreult, NRCS; Tom Christiansen, WGFD; Kristi Wedemeyer, Livestock Roundup

Present: Kristi Brown, Sarah Bucklin-Comisky, Dean Dick, Barbara Dobos, Pete Garrett, Ron Heward, Jerry Jasmer, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Stacey Scott, Donna Wichers, Robin Kepple 

No public comments were offered; the agenda for today’s meeting was approved;

Minutes from January 18 meeting were approved

Discussed process to distinguish BMPs from action items. How to incorporate BMPs into plan? Tom Christiansen said group cannot enforce BMPs and RMPs so they are not action items. Need consent of they agency that they want to do the work. Tom said if the group feels something should be done, it can be addressed in the narrative, but it can’t have an action item that cannot be achieved. For an action item, you have to assume that it will happen.

Tom C. said that in 2 months the BHSB local working group will have been meeting for 2 years and the group needs to complete its draft plan, with the final plan due in July

Group has a three-year charter, and plan has a shelf life of 1 year. Tom said the group would probably not need to meet monthly once the plan is completed. Perhaps meet a couple times a year to add to the plan or to update it if necessary.

Group continued work on reviewing proposed action items, accepting the majority for inclusion into the conservation strategy. Several proposed action items were either deleted or moved to the “Parking Lot” for further discussion at the April 3 meeting.

Alison and Daryl will continue to work on Action Items for Goal 2. 

Brochure discussion – Group believes a color brochure would be more effective, but B&W is cheaper. Jerry and Barb will do draft in B&W and send to group members for comment.

Sarah offered to invite Tom Maechtle of the NE group to speak at a future meeting. Tom has training on sage grouse scat and season of use. Said he gives a good presentation. Good knowledge to have in order to ID seasonal habitat use.

Placemats: Several local restaurants identified as potential targets for sage grouse placemats, including Pizza Hut, Karen & Jim’s, Johnny J’s, Ramkota, Parkway Plaza, Western Grill, Caspers, Perkins, Village Inn. Robin agreed to contact above restaurants to request their use of the placemats

Next meeting scheduled for April 3, starting at 8:30 a.m., at which time group will do over draft plan and discuss those items pulled out during today’s meeting. 

Potential homework assignment at April 3 meeting to include working on tables for the 6 focus areas

