· Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

November 8, 2004

Present: Michelle Zitek, Stan Harter, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Kristie Brown, Ron Heward, Pete Garrett, Robin Kepple, Stacy Scott, Jerry Jasmer, Barbara Dobos, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Donna Wichers, Jill Poldervaart.

Guests: Brad Holliday, Mary Corbett

Absent: Dean Dick

Public Comment

There were no public comments offered.

Finalize reviewing and ranking limiting factors

The group defined how limiting factors in the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin area could impact sage-grouse populations.  A complete list is attached.

Review interim projects

· Ron Heward and Brad Holiday met with BLM and Game and Fish regarding the project on his ranch. BLM does not have any funding for 2 years, however $50,000 is available for Sage Grouse projects. The group reviewed a plan map of Ron’s ranch and it identified where the fencing would be for pasture rotation and well placement. The plan is also going to include monitoring in order to gain a baseline and continued numbers. Any questions or comments should be directed toward Ron. A sub committee of, Daryl Lutz, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey and Alison Holloron was formed to assist Ron with drafting the project proposal. ***The group decided to create a written proposal for the project. Ron will send out the proposal to the group once it is complete.
· Hat Six Lek map- Daryl presented a map with a two-mile buffer and landownership to the group. At this time he is still working on the proposal and he is working with Casper College to get intern assistance. Daryl is going to write a letter of endorsement from the group and Stacey will edit and sign the letter by the first part of December. 

· State Bird - Donna Wichers received an E mail from Tom Christensen about the other LWG’s opinion on Sage Grouse as the State Bird:

For the change: Big Horn, Windriver, Sweetwater, Pinedale


State Game bird: SW and S Central preferred to name it the State Game bird. 


According to Donna this would require a whole new category.


No Consensus: NE did not have a consensus


The Jackson group has it on their agenda for the next meeting. 


On November 29th the Travel Committee will be in Casper. Donna will find out 



the time and place the Travel Committee will meet and will send  an E-mail to 


the group. The group agreed to go forward with getting on the Travel Committee 


agenda for naming the Sage Grouse as the State Bird.

· NRCS/Game & Fish habitat extension biologist - Stacey and Jerry advised the group there was really nothing new other than deciding on space for the new biologist. 

· Multi agency Sage Grouse training - Jerry Jasmer advised the group that the training is scheduled for April 11-15th, 2005 beginning at noon on the first day and ending at noon on the last day, to be held at the Holiday Inn. Approximately 150 people are expected to attend; ½ will be from NRCS and the other ½ partners. The workshop target states are, North Dakota, South Dakota, Colorado and Montana, possibly Utah and Idaho. It was discussed that maybe a visit to the Hat Six Lek could be incorporated into the workshop. Would need volunteers to talk about the Sage Grouse and Leks while in transport to the Lek. 

· Conservation District Meeting - Jerry informed the group it would be in Cody next week.

· Habitat Monitoring - Alison Lyon provided information on habitat monitoring based on the booklet “Monitoring of Greater Sage Grouse Habitats and Populations” by John Connelly, Kerry Reese and Michael Schroeder, 2003. Alison is going to talk to the University of Idaho to see about getting a publication for group members. 

· The annual update the Game & Fish Commission is due in January (27th, 28th). The group consensus is to have a written report. Stacey will put together the written report and have it ready for the group to review by the January 13, 2005 meeting unless Tom Christensen needs it sooner than that. 

· GIS maps - Stan Harter passed out 3 GIS maps pertaining to:

1. Current & potential surface development

2. Fires 1990-2002 & Sagebrush treatment

3. Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Oil & Gas development potential status changes

· Livestock grazing - Daryl passed out a hand out on the influence of livestock grazing on Sage Grouse habitat. 

Next meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2005

