Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

October 12, 2004

Present: Michelle Zitek, Tom Christensen, Stan Harter, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Kristie Brown, Ron Heward, Pete Garrett, Robin Kepple, Stace Scott, Jerry Jasmer, Barbara Dobos, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Dean Dick, Jill Poldervaart.

Guests: Kelly Taylor, Mary Corbett, Ken Hamilton, Suzy Nachbar, Terry Cleveland.

Absent: Donna Wichers

Public Comment

There were no public comments offered.

Review interim projects

· Letters of Endorsement - Stacey Scott passed out copies of the letters of endorsement for Ron Heward’s Ranch and Bates Creek Watershed Restoration project. Stacey tied the letters into the state plan. Stacey also suggested to help find funding for Ron’s projects,. Need to think of a way to monitor to see if there is evidence of increased birds and habitat. The group agreed on the letters.

· State bird - Barbara Dobos passed out copies of the letter addressed to the other LWG’s in regard to changing the state bird to Sage Grouse as well as a project information sheet. There are two ways to make this change through the legislature:

1. Through travel committee

a) Interim bill

b) Submit next session

2. Individual legislature to sponsor the change.

Have full support of all LWG’s before proceeding further.

Don’t be discouraged if it is proposed and it fails the first time through, it may go through later.

Include in the letter to the LWG’s to respond back to  Stacey Scott by 11/19/04 if they are or are not in favor of proceeding with this. Also include that the intention is to bring this to the 11/29 - 11/30/04 Interim Committee meeting. 
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If you know any of the above individuals, please contact them about changing the 



state bird to Sage Grouse.

· Update on predator information - Stan Harter discussed adding cameras to the Hat Six project for predation monitoring. There would need to be a biologist to manage the camera by going in every 3-4 days to change film. Because of this disruption one could expect a 35% nest abandonment rate. This may not be a feasible plan for the sample size. Taking hair samples and photo analysis of the nest may be a better form of data collection due to sample size. Stan suggested getting a first year baseline of information before disturbing nests with cameras, then in the 2nd or 3rd year re-address the possibility.

Predator information would be helpful in going to the zoning/planning commission reference habitat predation.

***The group endorsed the Hat Six project, without predation.  Stacey Scott will write a letter of endorsement.  

Dean Dick to meet with zoning board to find out the time frame for the East End road extension

· Update on NCRS/G & F Habitat Extension Biologist project - Stacey Scott and Jerry Jasmer advised the group that this position has been funded and the position will be filled either late fall or early winter.

· Multi agency Sage Grouse training - Jerry Jasmer contacted the NRCS national leaders to coordinate training. The training would be technical training to public land agencies, field people given prescription specific to SG habitat management (more effective with same technical information at the same time) This multi state training is scheduled for the last half of April ’05. 

 For Casper possibly a separate landowner workshop.

· GIS Map - Kelly Taylor, GIS technician handed out GIS maps and gave a power point presentation. Kelly collected all data available on Sage Grouse to create maps. The following maps were passed out to the group and presented via power point:

1. Habitat types

2. Surface development & CBM development potential

3. Vegetation classification

4. Sagebrush treatments

5. Sage Grouse nesting/breeding

6. Late brood rearing

7. Winter

8. Year long/max male Lek attendance

     ***Daryl to provide Hat Six lek map with two mile buffer and land ownership

· MOU between BLM & G & F - Tom Christensen advised the group that this has been addressed and an instruction memorandum - policy document is in place for BLM statewide.

***Tom to send out copies of BLM instruction memo

· Wyoming Association of Conservation District Meeting in Cody- Jerry Jasmer discussed the potential for a booth with a member of the Cody group.  They agreed that a booth would be of benefit.  Jerry  volunteered to help staff the booth at the meeting in November to get Sage Grouse information out.

· Draft recommendations on zoning development - Dean working on setting up a meeting to find out the process.

· Fish & Wildlife is going to be sequestering a group of professional individuals to help determine Sage Grouse listing status. By the end of the year will determine if Sage Grouse will be recommended for listing.

Review suggested local plan outline

To determine if the group is headed in the right direction. There is a lot of background information in the state plan, need area specific information, keep main headings. At the November 8, 2004 LWG meeting, the group will adjust the plan as needed to fit the groups direction.

***Daryl to create LWG draft plan by January 13,2005 meeting.

Idea Bin

· Monitoring projects - What is effective and possible?

a) # birds

b) more intensive habitat-vegetation

c) weather

d) baseline data included (State accepted monitoring protocol)

· Visit with landowners in Hat Six area to keep land intact

· Grazing land monitoring workshops - UW extension

· Get listing status update - meeting in November to review data

· Group speakers - Steve Slater, masters on fire/ Brian Connely as needed for weed and pest

· NRCS field testing plants/forbs for Sage Grouse - future agenda

Public Comments

Mary Corbett is with the SW WY local working group, wanted to see how this LWG was progressing, as they are about to have their second meeting.

Director Terry Cleveland addressed the group and thanked everyone for their efforts.

Next Meeting November 8,2004

***Homework - brainstorm a list of long-term projects. Alison is going to brainstorm habitat monitoring.  Long-term project list should be sent to Michelle before the next meeting.


Agenda Topics
· Review homework projects

· Detail other issues

· Update on interim projects

