Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local Sage Grouse Working Group

January 14, 2005

Present: Michelle Zitek, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, Ron Heward, Pete Garrett, Robin Kepple, Stacy Scott, Barbara Dobos, Daryl Lutz, Alison Holloran, Donna Wichers, Dean Dick, Tom Christainsen and Jill Poldervaart.

Absent: Kristie Brown and Jerry Jasmer

Public Comment

There were no public comments offered.

General information

· Tom Christiansen passed out handouts about the Deseret Land and Livestock Wildlife Research report and the Wildlife Society bulletin. He talked to the group about the Sage Grouse not being recommended for listing and how the local working groups will be relied on to help the Sage Grouses’ declining numbers.

· Michelle Zitik advised the group that she probably will be with the group until March at which time Robin Kepple will take over. Robin will be attending facilitator training in West Virginia in February.

Review Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Conservation Plan and review limiting factors in response to the plan

· The group reviewed the Conservation plan and had the following suggestions:

a) Stacey Scott would like inches/miles to be included in parentheses.

b) Donna Wichers would like the preface to include projects.

· Daryl discussed how he wrote up the plan for the Sage Grouse local working group area, where he got the information and maps. An abandonment rate hand out was passed out to the group.

· Ron provided Daryl with weather reports to see correlations between weather and chicks. Ron would like to see a map of Sage Grouse hunting seasons to see correlations. Daryl to provide.

· Dean Dick commented that under nesting habitat/early brood rearing that each paragraph had a conclusion, does this fit in the plan? Daryl will make it clearer that it is Matt Hollaron’s conclusion.

· Limiting factors - Daryl advised the group that he made a one or two sentence statement based on the bulleted items that the group came up with in a previous meeting. The bulleted items will not be in the final draft.
· Please have comments to Daryl on the assessment by January 21, 2005.
· Homework – Think of specifics to put into the assessments for next meeting. 
· For the next meeting a sub – committee consisting of Daryl Lutz (chair), Dean Dick, Donna Wichers, and Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey will bring back a model of the Energy Development issue to the rest of the group. 
Long term projects 

· A sub – committee consisting of Stacey Scott, Allison Hollaron (chair) and Ron Heward will come up with long-term projects and present them to the group.
Discuss information gaps 

· Stacy would like more information on windmills
· Possibly in May a tour of Laramie region of working group area
BLM strategy plan/instruction memorandum

· Sarah handed out the BLM strategy plan and instruction memorandum to the group. There are many stipulations in the instruction memorandum pertaining to the oil and gas industry. She added that other BLM colleagues are impressed with how far this local working group has come. 
· Sarah visited the NE local working group and they are preparing a seed mixes brochure. 
Review of annual update to Game & Fish Commission

· The group finalized the annual report and it will be sent to Tom Christiansen via E-mail.

Lek Counts

· Looking at possibly having volunteers count leks this year. Alison could put together a newspaper article and put something in the Audubon newsletter as well, she would also help train volunteers. 

Review Interim Projects

· Ron Heward’s Ranch – Stacey Scott, Rick Denver and Matt Hollaron toured Ron’s ranch. Sage was big, appeared that the whole area could be used for nesting. They saw about 400 birds. Rick mentioned that a big issue was protein; the older sagebrush did not have as much as the young sagebrush. Ron asked Rick to write a report about the area. Matt was comfortable with leaving the area the way it was, he was concerned about short-term effects of plan. Rick thought getting rid of old sections would create nesting habitat. Ron advised the group that the estimate for the project is at $130,000. Ron will get a copy of the proposal from NRCS for the next meeting. 
· State Bird – On November 30, 2004 Donna Wichers, Stacey Scott, Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey, and Daryl Lutz met with the traveling committee. The State Bird proposal did not pass the traveling committee so it would not be a bill in the next session. There was some discussion among its members about it being the State Game Bird, but that is not the direction the local working group wanted to go. 
Donna came up with three choices that the group could decide on for this issue.

a) Continue pursuing Sage Grouse as the state bird

b) Meadowlark the state song bird/Sage Grouse the state game bird

c) Table the idea for now, work toward educating the public

The group decided to table the idea for now and work toward educating the public. There was television coverage and also a newspaper article on this event. 

· Habitat extension biologist – Need to find an office for this newly created position. No one has been hired as of yet. 

· Draft recommendations – Dean and Daryl are setting up a meeting with zoning. 

Next Meeting is scheduled for February 22, 2005 at 9am at the Game & Fish office 

Agenda may include:

Review of Energy Conservation Assessment Draft

Chet Skilbret, Glenrock Coal – Donna Wichers, will contact Chet to see if he is available

Interim Projects

