Big Horn Basin Local Sage-grouse Working Group

Meeting Notes

September 27, 2006


Cody Regional Office, Wyoming Game & Fish Department

Working Group Members Present:
· Tom Easterly, Wildlife Biologist, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, Greybull

· Keith Hamilton, Rancher, Hyattville

· Matt Call, Environmental Specialist, WyoBen (Bentonite), Greybull

· Tim Stephens, Wildlife Biologist, Bureau of Land Management, Worland

· Chris Pfhister, Rancher/Falconer, Worland

· Lee Campbell, Hot Springs County Planner, Thermopolis 
· Rory Karhu, District Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Worland
· Kathleen Jachowski, (Chair) Executive Director, Guardians of the Range, Cody
· Bill Alldredge, Rancher (Retired Professor-CSU), Thermopolis
· Marvin Blakesley, Adv. HES Professional, Marathon Oil Company, Cody

Working Group Members Absent:

· Carl Meyer, Member at Large
Facilitator 

· Dennie Hammer, Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Note Taker:


None-facilitator recorded 

Observers/Presenters:

· Larry Bentley, Wyoming Department of Agriculture

· Lyle King, public at large

Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes-Dennie Hammer

· Dennie informed the group that Carl would not be present for today’s meeting.
· Dennie reviewed the day’s agenda and asked for corrections to the minutes of the August 28, 2006 meeting.  There was one correction. Rory Karhu’s employer is the Natural Resource Conservation Service—not district.

· Chris Pfister would like to add the Bill Barrett Corporation Settlement to the agenda

· Marvin Blakesley would like to discuss the DEQ field trip.


Bill Barrett Corporation Settlement- Chris Pfister
· There was a recent settlement between the Barrett Corp. and Biodiversity regarding some seismic activities in the Squaw Teats area.

· There is approximately $25,000 that will be available for habitat work for sage-grouse and Tim Stevens and Chris have been talking about water developments that could be proposed. However at this time, it is unclear whether the money must be spent in the seismic project area.

· The Corporation will be exploring the possibility of working the money through the Wildlife Heritage Foundation of Wyoming.

· Tim pointed out there are four sage-grouse leks in the seismic area and that it would be good to come up with some project ideas by spring of 2007.

· Tim also noted that Chris was instrumental in getting the money focused on sage-grouse.

Department of Environmental Quality field trip- Marvin Blakesley

· Marvin passed around digital images he took while on the field trip, showing the influence of production water on the otherwise dry landscape.

· He stated that while on the trip, he observed lots of waterfowl in areas where there was produced water and said that on Frank Robbins ranch, there were 300-400 sage-grouse in his hayfields which are irrigated with produced water. He stated that Robbins gets three hay cuttings each year.

· Overall, it was plain to see that produced water is beneficial to hay growers and sage-grouse.

· DEQ made the statement that they would not be taking the water away from users—this may be a difficult task.

· Marvin stated that the EPA continues to “ratchet” down the standards and that the oil field industry is at a break point, they cannon ratchet down much more. 

· The situation may be a lose-lose for industry, agriculture, and wildlife.

· Lee stated that you might be able to make a case that if the sage-grouse was ever listed that the production water would be critical to their survival.

Tom Christiansen-Update

· Gave Kathleen two DVD’s on the interaction between ravens and sage-grouse for the bird box.

· Tom also passed around sage-green sage grouse working group shirts, embroidered with a sage-grouse and the big horn basin working group name. Very nice!

· He informed the group that the final version of the project proposal form will soon be posted on the Game and Fish website

· The working groups must review all projects and all money must be spent by this time in 2008.

· The NE Plan was submitted and the final version is coming out soon. It was presented before the GF Commission in September.  There were many questions asked and the Commission was pleased with their effort.

· The NE group will meet, but much less frequently than during the plan drafting years.

· Tom reiterated that Wyoming’s conservation plans do not have to be reviewed or approved by the USFWS unless the sage-grouse is listed. If the bird is listed, then the USFWS will review the action items listed in the plans and then use the PECE process to determine whether or not the actions will do enough to prevent listing.

Update on notes from Rick Dunne and Lyle King-Chris Phister & Keith Hamilton
· Lyle who is present stated that he is sorry that they have not had the chance to get together to develop the notes. He asked for direction on content.

· The group stated that they would like the information they presented on what reclamation techniques are feasible, what are the recommended practices used to establish sage-brush, etc.

· Lyle stated that he and Rick would have their notes together by the next meeting of the working group in October.

· Lyle also stated that he has some ideas on moving bentonite mining in a more positive direction and will be submitting a proposal when the time comes

· There was some discussion regarding the use of native vs. non-native forbs.

Update on Status of the Writing of the Draft Big Horn Basin Greater Sage-grouse Conservation Plan and Homework Assignments- Tom Easterly

· Matt followed through with the information on mining and Marvin did the same for oil and gas in the basin.

· Rory stated he would provide Tom with the 2006 Ag Statistics.

· Tom asked that Matt further summarize the data, how much bentonite (tonnage) comes out of the basin? What are the uses? Etc.

· Kathleen will work with Rory on the Ag Statistics.

· Tom asked that the NE plan be used as a guide for the information he would like to express in the basin plan.

· Once the groups draft plan is final, there will be a public comment period, a minimum of 30 days, with the option for open houses. Then the GF commission will need the plan at least 30 days prior to a scheduled meeting. All interests should review the draft plan.

· The Big Horn Basin working group timeline was discussed. Tom C. indicated that by next summer we should have our draft ready for public review.

· Lee noted that weather and predators where high on our priority list and noted that we really cannot do much about either. The discussion has shifted a bit from habitat to water with the projects we have approved.

· Marvin stated he would like to see some discussion in our plan regarding the importance of production water to sage-grouse.

· Tom said he would continue to work o an analysis of the trend and work up the description of potential impacts-focusing on the positive and negative—a balance.

· Timeline; although we should be done with our draft right now, the Governor’s money took us a bit off course. So, we must be done by spring of 2007. Tom E stated he will have until October 15 to work on the draft, then he will be preoccupied with hunting seasons until the later part of the month.

· We are at the action stage. Tom C mentioned that the Rawlins group had established a timeline and that maybe this group should do the same. He further stated that the group does not need to complete a progress report.

· All summary homework assignments are to be to Tom Easterly by November 10.
· Tom E. will have a first draft completed by December 31, 2006
· Bates Hole group will have their plan posted by October 15, 2006

· Tom E. asked which version of the biological section the group preferred to use, the short or long versions. Bill stated that our plan should be a stand alone document, in that the reader should not have to review any other plan to understand what we are discussing and addressing. The group decided to use the longer version with more detail. The group also decided to use block format, Arial font, 12 pt. Use Times New Roman for maps, illustrations, graphs, figures, and the appropriate point.

· Tom E stated he would send Matt a copy of the overlays with potential bentonite mining areas in the basin.
· Tom C. stated that Nissa is available for any overlays that need to be produced. This is her job.
Bentonite Best Management Practices for Bentonite Mine Reclamation -Matt Call

· Dennie passed around copies of the bmp’s that Matt had previously developed

· It was suggested that if anything new comes out of the information that is forthcoming from Rick and Lyle that it be included in the bmp’s.

· Matt will review the document “Sage-grouse Habitat Restoration Symposium” proceedings for other ideas

· General discussion ensued over the document Matt drafted

· Tim Stevens suggested that it might be worthwhile for the working group to recommend the use of the bmp’s in the Worland/Cody RMP revisions

· Tom C. suggested looking at the NE plan and review their commitments table, recommendations table, then the recommended management practices (RMP) section and the introduction of what an RMP is. 

· Matt will update the BMP list—add additional ideas if generated through the literature review and the notes of Lyle and Rick.

Public Comment

Larry Bentley: Wyoming Department of Agriculture

· He cautioned the group to be careful about what is plagiarized from the other plans and to keep the content local.

· Oil and gas impacts seem to be more on public than on private lands

· There is little information on the impacts of rural development and it should be looked at in the future. There is little information in the WAFWA revision.

· Sagebrush should be planted after the first frost and consideration needs to be given to the length of time topsoil is stock piled. 

· Look for a local sagebrush seed source.

· Yellowtail Reservoir, the Governor is convening a meeting to address the silt issue on October 10, at the Lovell Fire Hall. Meeting begins at 1p.m. and someone from the working group should attend. 

Extended Lunch—Marvin Blakesley

· Marvin brought his deep fryer and a tremendous amount of Alaskan halibut for everyone to enjoy.  Thank you Marvin for an outstanding meal, even if we did eat standing up in a garage.
Objectives Review and Discussion

· During the discussion Rory indicated that the NRCS would be writing a proposal to the Wyoming Natural Resource Trust Account to install 2000 egress ladders in stock tanks

· It was discovered that the letter that Jim Mischke was supposed to have sent to the Plant Materials Center might not have been sent. Rory will follow-up on this task.

· Tom E. suggested that everyone review the Appendix 10 of the Nevada plan.

· There was general confusion regarding objectives and action items. It was decided that a definition needs to be adopted for goals, objectives, action items, and that those currently developed be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting.

· Tom Easterly, Tim Stevens, Rory Karhu, and Bill Alldredge will meet October 5 at 2 p.m. in Worland to review the drafts and provide feedback to the working group at the October meeting.

Next Meeting Date & Location

· The next meeting will take place in Thermopolis on October 26. Dennie will try to make arrangements at Big Horn Federal and will turn the task over to Lee if the room is already booked.

· Dennie will not be facilitating the October meeting, as he will be out of state.

· Rory will provide a power point projector and laptop

· Kathleen will provide the snacks for breaks—lunch on your own.

· Tom Easterly will take appropriate notes

