Big Horn Basin Local Sage-grouse Working Group

Meeting Notes

August 28, 2006


Cody Regional Office, Wyoming Game & Fish Department

Working Group Members Present:
· Tom Easterly, Wildlife Biologist, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, Greybull

· Keith Hamilton, Rancher, Hyattville

· Matt Call, Environmental Specialist, WyoBen (Bentonite), Greybull

· Tim Stephens, Wildlife Biologist, Bureau of Land Management, Worland

· Chris Pfhister, Rancher/Falconer, Worland

· Lee Campbell, Hot Springs County Planner, Thermopolis 
· Rory Karhu, District Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Worland
· Kathleen Jachowski, (Chair) Executive Director, Guardians of the Range, Cody
· Bill Alldredge, Rancher (Retired Professor-CSU), Thermopolis
Working Group Members Absent:

· Carl Meyer, Member at Large
· Marvin Blakesley, Adv. HES Professional, Marathon Oil Company, Cody

Facilitator 

· Dennie Hammer, Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Note Taker:


None-facilitator recorded 

Observers/Presenters:

· Dick Loper, Wyoming State Grazing Board

· Larry Bentley, Wyoming Department of Agriculture

Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes-Dennie Hammer

· Dennie Marvin would not be present for today’s meeting, and that he was not sure if Carl would either.
· Dennie reviewed the day’s agenda and asked for corrections to the minutes of the July 18, 2006 meeting.  There were three corrections. 

· Page 3, another point—without agriculture

· Page 3, BMP- side note that the BMP’S have not been finalized
· Bentonite—BMP—discuss at September Meeting


Update on notes from Rick Dunne and Lyle King-Chris Phister & Keith Hamilton
· Both Rick and Lyle were contacted and both said they would try to provide the working group with some notes. Lyle plans to contact Rick to possibly work together on this. Keith and Chris will follow-up prior to the September meeting.

Bentonite Reclamation Best Management Practices- Matt Call

· Dennie provided Bill, and Kathleen with Matt’s handout of the bmp’s. The group will discuss them at their September meeting.

Update on Status of the Writing of the Draft Big Horn Basin Greater Sage-grouse Conservation Plan – Tom Easterly

· Little progress has been made with our draft plan at this point; most of what Tom has done is think things through and organized the plan conceptually.

· Tom asked the group for some homework and passed out a summary that the NE group did. He asked Kathleen and Keith to determine the number of acres of land in the Big Horn Basin under agriculture management (livestock and farming), and Matt to determine the number of acres mined for bentonite, and would like to have the total under oil and gas production.  He would like Marvin to assist with this figure.

· Has most of the data from this year’s lek surveys and passed out the summary

· Number of males has increased the past four years

· 93% of the leks considered to be “active leks” were active this past year

· He also passed out a sage grouse lek attendance summary that covers the period 1958 to 2006

· An open discussion on whether to use averages ensued.  

· It was suggested that Tom look into determining the mode of the median for this summary rather than use an average

· The information passed out and the annual report Tom will be doing will be the GF conservation assessment for the Big Horn Basin, and he feels it should be included in our Draft Conservation Plan

· Dennie asked for a time frame for a draft—plan, Tom could not commit to a deadline as he feels his plate is full now, the group does feel that something needs to happen with his work load so that he can begin drafting the plan.

· Kathleen offered to help with whatever needs to be done to begin moving on this effort

· Tom will discuss his work schedule with his supervisor

Cottonwood-Grass Creek Management Plan-Lee Campbell

· Lee stated that there were two efforts underway,

· Worland DEQ Meeting

· Cottonwood-Grass Creek Management Plan

· Lee asked that the public comment period be moved up so that Larry Bentley could address the Cottonwood-Grass Creek Management Plan. The group agreed with the change in agenda. 

· The public comment period came at 1000 hrs as asked for by Lee.


Larry Bentley—Wyoming Department of Agriculture

· The Cottonwood-Grass Creek CRM effort is currently studying livestock & wildlife water enhancements. Examples of positive enhancements include the Neiber pipeline where they put in tires for watering livestock and poked small holes along the line at different distances to allow for a gallon or so of water to fill up in shallow holes. They saw a couple of hundred sage grouse; he feels there is a good chance to put some sage grouse money into this study.  The level 1 study will come back with recommendations on projects that could be implemented and these projects could be beneficial to sage-grouse.

Worland DEQ Meeting- Lee Campbell

· There are two parallel issues, the Powder River Basin amendment, and the chapter 1, tri-annual review of the federal water quality standards

· DEQ has no control over the basin’s amendment

· Hot Springs County will be emphasizing separating out historical uses from new development

· Dennie asked if the working group wants to comment on the review? It was suggested that the group could draft a letter supporting the idea of separating out the historic uses from any new production water.

· Lee would like a letter written to the DEQ, Water Quality Division, supporting oil field discharge water and separating out this issue from historical uses and from current or future CBM issues. The working group does not support lowering water quality standards. 

· The group decided that they would support this idea, which basically supports the same position the group took in their previous letter to DEQ and EQC.

·  Kathleen asked that Lee, Marvin and Chris draft a letter for review by the group. This needs to be done ASAP so that the deadline can be met, which is within 15 days. Everyone needs to comment and get back to Lee so Kathleen can send the letter out under the chair’s signature.

· Tim stated that what he heard at the meeting was very supportive of the historical uses in the Basin, and he feels we should give them DEQ an atta-boy in the draft letter.

Selection Criteria Matrix-All


· Dennie informed the group that he had received the rankings of Carl and Marvin, both of whom could not be present today.
· Dennie asked Matt to explain the matrix process that was used in July and to share his thoughts on the process. Matt did and felt the process was worthwhile, as did Keith. Discussion ensued on how to think about the feasibility of the objectives for ranking purposes.
· Both Kathleen and Bill had asked for clarification on a couple of points and then the group began working through the matrix, beginning with Objective II. D. 3. 
· Objective II.E.1—use the term “best available management practices”, instead of bmp
· Objective II.F.4—needs to be re-written
· Objective II.G.2—Rory will determine if this objective has been completed. Jim Mischke drafted the letter, but the members were not sure if it had been sent.
· Objective II.H.1—include Wyoming Water Development (Small Water Projects) and the Wyoming Department of Agriculture as funding sources for water development
· Objective II.C.4—was put on hold in July. The group feels that they still lack adequate understanding of the guidelines. Everyone agreed to download from the GF website the documents and read them prior to the September meeting. 


Public Comment Period

· Dick Loper-Private Rangeland Consultant

· He asked the working group where the group was with regard to livestock grazing Best Management Practices (bmp’s)

· Tom Easterly reviewed the objective regarding livestock grazing, recognizing that this is not a bmp

· Dick stated that he had attended each meeting of the statewide working group and that this group had wanted the local working groups to develop bmp’s within each region. He stated that the statewide plan was purposefully vague in this regard.

· He indicated that he will be working with ranchers to implement bmp’s and he wants to know if this group is going to develop bmp’s for the Big Horn Basin. 

· He stated he would rather have the local groups do this than have someone else tell them what to do

· Kathleen informed Dick that we did invite the BLM in to a previous meeting to discuss their recommendations

· Tim stated that the group decided that the wording in the BLM’s Grass Creek Management Plan was what the group decided to use; the group felt they did not need new bmp’s, but rather would use what is already being recommended.

· Dick suggested that the Grass Creek plan may be outdated and the group should be looking at new research and incorporating this information into their plan.

· Kathleen stated that the focus on bmp’s really only came about as a result of the WAFWA and BLM effort that was discussed at our last meeting.

· Dick stated that there are still problems between landowners and BLM over the language in the Grass Creek plan, and he wanted the group to be aware of it.

· He feels the range science people will probably reject the WAFWA and BLM effort because there is not much range science in their recommendations.

· Kathleen stated the wording in the WAFWA and BLM effort is not friendly to ranchers and she does not want the literature search to morph into statewide level bmp’s.

· Dick stated that the folks he works with want to conserve sage-grouse, they do not want them to be listed and that things will come from the top down if the local groups do not address this issue.

· He recommends that the working group make a conscious decision based on the literature when making recommendations and that the group develops it’s own bmp’s.

General Discussion-All

· Where do we go from here?

· Each working group member will review the Objectives for clarity of intent and meaning. Questions and comments concerning them will be discussed in September.

· Each working group member will review the ranking results to determine if there needs to be additional discussion relative to the ranking. This discussion takes place in September and is to be completed by noon on the meeting date. 

· We will discuss the BMP’s for bentonite mining in September.

· We will discuss how to solicit project proposals and the process for selection.

· Kathleen will contact Tom Christiansen regarding useful comments he may have received from the project proposal form review. She will share this information with the members who will then be prepared to discuss selection criteria.

· Dennie will send out with today’s notes, the final results of the selection matrix exercise and modified matrix table. 

Next Meeting Date & Location

· Marvin Blakesley could not provide fresh Alaskan halibut for this meeting, so the group decided that it would be nice to have halibut in September. 

· To facilitate this treat, the members opted to meet again at the Cody Game and Fish Office, which would provide a good location to cook the fish. 

· The next meeting will take place in Cody, September 27 at the Cody Region Game and Fish office at 2120 Wyoming Highway 120.

