Big Horn Basin Local Sage-grouse Working Group

Meeting Notes

October 26, 2006

Hot Springs Co. Museum, Thermopolis 

Working Group Members Present:
· Kathleen Jachowski, (Chair) Executive Director, Guardians of the Range, Cody
· Bill Alldredge, Rancher (Retired Professor-CSU), Thermopolis
· Tom Easterly, Wildlife Biologist, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, Greybull

· Keith Hamilton, Rancher, Hyattville

· Marvin Blakesley, Adv. HES Professional, Marathon Oil Company, Cody

· Matt Call, Environmental Specialist, WyoBen (Bentonite), Greybull

· Tim Stephens, Wildlife Biologist, Bureau of Land Management, Worland

· Chris Pfhister, Rancher/Falconer, Worland

· Lee Campbell, Hot Springs County Planner, Thermopolis 
· Rory Karhu, District Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation District, Worland
Working Group Members Absent:

· Carl Meyer, Member at Large
· Dennie Hammer, Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Facilitator:  none 

Note Taker:  Easterly 

Observers/Presenters:

· Tom Christiansen, WGFD

Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes-Dennie Hammer

· Kathleen reviewed the day’s agenda and asked for corrections to the minutes of the September 27, 2006 meeting.  Several typos were noted, these will be sent to Dennie by Tom C.   Marvin noted that should read, “lose-lose for industry, agriculture and wildlife.”  

Bentonite Reclamation Recommended Management Practices (RMPs)- Matt Call, Keith Hamilton

· Matt passed around copies of Lyle King’s notes on the discussion held during the May 24, 2006 meeting.  Rick Dunne had some last minutes additions that Keith will email to the group.  It was moved and seconded that these notes be amended to the May meeting and incorporated into bentonite RMPs as needed – motion passed.  

· Matt will revise and resend the list of RMPs next week.  

 Update on development of livestock RMPs-Kathleen Jachowski
· Kathleen attended a meeting of Ag interests (Farm Bureau, Wool Growers, Stock Growers, Guardians of the Range), BLM, WGFD, and WAFWA to discuss RMPs.  It was felt that more detailed livestock RMPs were needed for local working group conservation plans.  A committee was formed to develop some RMPs and present them to our group.   The committee includes: Mike Smith (UW range professor), Dick Loper (range consultant), Larry Bentley (Wy Dept. Ag.), Jim Cagney (BLM?), Jack Manoni (BLM), Tim Stephens (BLM), Rory Karhu (NRCS)
.  No meeting dates were set.  

-
The group agreed to take any and all RMPs under advisement, regardless of who develops them, and the group will decide which ones are included in our local conservation plan.  

 PECE – Kathleen Jachowski, Tom Christiansen

-
Kathleen obtained, from Pat Diebert (USFWS) copies of efforts/actions that meet PECE requirements.  These will be placed in the bird box for future reference as we develop our plan.  

-
Tom C. reminded the group that actions are evaluated by PECE, not the plans.  

Sagebrush Coalition Initiative (SCI) – Tom Christiansen

-
Tom C. informed the group about Sagebrush Coalition Initiative.  It is an industry-led (energy) effort to fund projects in sagebrush habitats.  Tom will be attending a meeting in Boise later this month to present projects for funding.  For more information consult their website. 

Homework assignments - group

-
The agriculture data is being pulled together by those representatives.  Information was limited to those crops that provide greatest benefits to sage-grouse, alfalfa and beans.  Total cultivated acres for all crops will be obtained.  Livestock numbers back to 1975 were easily compiled.  Statistics from further past were not split by county.  

State Funding – Tom Christiansen

-
Tom C. discussed the process for distributing these funds.  LWGs are in control of their appropriation.  There has been some inquiry from applicants on deadlines, applications, etc.  The Big Horn Basin group decided to accept applications any time, but we will meet in early February to allocate money to selected projects.  If money is still available, we will set another deadline in early June to review additional projects.  The group felt it needed the flexibility to allocate funding prior to established deadlines under certain circumstances.  

-
Lee has started a notebook of all project proposals received by the LWG to-date.  Copies of project summaries/final reports with photos will be added.  This notebook will be placed in the bird box.  

Goals and objectives – subcommittee

-
The subcommittee that revised goals and objectives presented their changes.  Refer to attached copy.  A couple of new objectives were questioned.  Some members felt these would be too restrictive on industry and too harmful to economics of Hot Spring County.  Lee wanted assurance that socio-economic impacts be considered before objectives or actions are recommended.  This issue will be discussed further at the November meeting.

Objective ranking matrix - everyone

· The group decided to only use the matrix rankings to help us allocate funding where we feel projects will be most useful to accomplishing our goals.  

· The revised objectives will be put into the matrix to replace those currently ranked.  New objectives will be inserted with no score.  We will review the rankings in November.  

Next Meeting Date & Location

· The next meeting will take place in Worland, November 28 at the NRCS office, 208 Shiloh Rd (across from the Cenex convenience store on the west end of town).

· We will review RMPs for livestock at the December meeting, if available by then.  

