Upper Green River Local Sage-Grouse Working Group

September 8, 2004 meeting

LWG members present: Ruben Vasquez, John Dahlke, Cally McKee, Aimee Davison, Jim Bousman, Bob Barrett, Suzy Michnevich, Lisa Solberg, Dean Clause

LWG members absent: Chris Sullivan

Others present: Mark Gocke, Tom Christiansen, Tom Rinkes

No public comments were offered.

Note: action items are in bold type.

Tom C. gave update on the formation of the other LWGs. The group supported the concept of a statewide meeting of LWGs after the new groups have had time to work.

The group discussed Kirby Hedrick’s resignation and the pros/cons of selecting a replacement. The group decided not to replace the “at-large” position vacated by the resignation. The group then selected Aimee Davison to represent the group as its chair.

The group discussed issues of site specific versus planning area wide scale as it relates to recommending projects. Tom Christiansen will provide the members with the sage-grouse density map presented at the last meeting. Dean Clause will provide information on lek complex population trends.

The group ranked the issues outlined in the State Plan as they affect the Upper Green River planning area on a scale of 1-10, 1-3: issue of low importance, 4-6: issue of moderate importance, 7-10: issue of high importance. This exercise was conducted in order to begin the process of issue prioritization and project development. Results:

Conflicting wildlife management: 5 (moderate)

Conflicting wild horse management: 1 (low)

Farming: 3 (low)

Hunting: 4 (moderate)

Invasive plants: 7 (high)

Livestock grazing: 8 (high)

Mineral development: 8 (high)

Parasites/diseases: 3 (low)

Pesticides: 2 (low)

Predation: 6-7 (moderate-high) (no consensus)

Recreation: 3 (low)

Residential development: 8 (high)

Vegetation management: 10 (high)

Weather: 9 (high)

The group discussed the purpose of the proposed visit by Mr. Teigert of Deseret Ranch. The group decided to pursue hosting an evening presentation with the purpose of providing information to local ranchers and other interested persons on the Deseret model of grazing management. John Dahlke will schedule this event with Mr. Teigert. November is the preferred time frame suggested for this activity.  The group discussed possibility of starting a public speaker series for sage grouse issues, with this as potentially being the first event. 

The group discussed reclamation seed mixes and planting practices. Several concurrent efforts on this subject are underway (LWG, GF, industry) which should be coordinated. The group wants to create a list of best management practices for reclamation with sage-grouse in mind. A sub-group of Aimee Davison, Ruben Vasquez, John Dahlke were appointed with Dan Stroud, Dessa Dale and Rod Mines to be asked to participate as well.  The group discussed this topic as another for a possible speakers series.
The group discussed the need for a “clearing-house” list of past/existing vegetation treatment projects. Were they good or bad for sage-grouse? All members are to bring a list of known projects to the next meeting.
Lisa Solberg notified the group that the BLM will be analyzing the mineral leasing issue on those areas where leases expire and areas currently not leased. 

Mark Gocke agreed to bring a draft timeline to the next meeting outlining a proposed schedule of tasks for getting projects identified and underway.

Agenda items for the next meeting include: mapping priority areas, population trends of lek complexes, status of reclamation sub-group efforts, vegetation treatment projects list, brain-storming of project ideas/recommendations, draft timeline, LWG brochure.

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday October 19, 2004. The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. and be held in the Sublette Co. Library in Pinedale.

