Upper Green River Valley Sage Grouse Working Group

August 5, 2004

The meeting convened at the Pinedale Firehall at 8am.  In attendance were Suzy, Dean, Bob, Aimee, Lisa, Jim, Callie, Ruben, Joe Bohne (G&F Biologist), Mark and Bob Oakleaf (non-game coordinator for G&F), Kelly Taylor (G&F) and John.  Public attendance included Ron Hogan (Questar), Desa Dale (BLM)  

Tom Christensen outlined the expectation of State Government that the Sage Grouse working groups have specific work plans in place by 2004.  

Work Group members are invited to accompany Alma Winward on a tour south of Rock Springs on August 17th if interested in learning more about sagebrush ecology (9am @Cruel Jacks exit 99 on I-80).  

The animal damage board has set aside $20,000 for Sage Grouse projects if the Group has something they would like to propose by the December 15th deadline.  

Minutes of the June 14 meeting were approved without change.

Dean Clause and Kelly Taylor reviewed the draft GIS maps relative to Sage Grouse habitat in the work group area.  A set of draft maps were distributed.  The early brood rearing data points are impacted by monitoring intensity within Jonah and the Mesa. Joe Bohne commented that 50% of birds in Wyoming nest within 2 miles of Lek and 60% within 3 miles. There was considerable discussion about what is shown as Sage Grouse habitat but yet has no significant density of sage grouse activity.  Joe Bohne commented that the oilfield activity in the South Piney area had pretty well fragmented the good habitat that was there historically and Lek observations in data base do not go back to before the disturbance began. 

Dessa Dale and Dave McCulloch reviewed BLM Reclamation standards relative to sage grouse habitat.  Sagebrush is very hard to grow and tends to not want to grow where you want it to.  Re-seeding and weed spraying are commonly used to help re-establish sage brush with limited success.  No reclamation takes place on a well location until 2 drying seasons after completion of drilling to permit the reserve pit to dry out.  At that point, the companies typically shrink the size of the location to about the size of the rig derrick stake area.  Shelf life of topsoil is hard to determine and is site specific.  An emerging issue is whether additional pipelines should be laid in existing corridors or whether it is better from habitat reclamation standpoint to initiate new pipeline corridors.  Dave believes the working group should review this issue and provide input to BLM.  Lisa believes the group should review the pipeline consolidation issue as well and provide input to BLM.  

John Dalhke proposed we try to set up meeting with BLM in early September including Bert Teichert and perhaps Larry Higgs from Baggs.  Will confirm dates via email.  

Joe Bohne reviewed the Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage-Grouse and Sagebrush Habitats presented to the Western Agencies Sage and Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse Workshop in early July, 2004.  The executive summary was handed out.  One of things the group needs to consider is whether there is cheatgrass and whether projects proposed will encourage or decrease the spread of cheatgrass and its negative impacts (principally higher fire potential and destruction of sage grouse habitat.  Energy development is a significant issue on fragmentation of habitat.  Grouse populations cannot respond to rapid industrial development such as in Jonah field where intensive development occurs over period of 2-3 years.
