Upper Green River Valley Sage Grouse Working Group

Minutes

June 14, 2004

Members present (11):  Dean Clause, WGFD; Rhueben Voskis, NRCS; Suzy Michnevich, P&Z; Jim Bousman, rancher; Chris Sullivan, rancher; John Dahlke, Conservationist; Lisa Solberg, BLM; Aimee Davison, O&G; Kirby Hedrick, public at large; Bob Barrett, sportsman

Approved minutes of June 2nd meeting with addition that field trip was to the Speedway Lek (not Square Top) and changes to handout description suggested in email by T.C.

Requested Tom C. provide copies of seasonal use map slides from Matt Halloran’s presentation.

D.C.  What Deseret has tried to do is seed forb community back into rangeland including alfalfa, milk fetch etc. – what would be acceptable on public lands? – BLM has not historically been receptive to non-native species.

J.D.  Deseret looks at alfalfa as triage – i.e. a short-term boost toward long-term goal of better biodiversity.

L.S. Nick Schultz says that non-natives can be put in but are afraid of them running amok.   Shell is doing research on getting native species to grow faster.  NRCS does not support putting sagebrush in reseeding.  

S.M.  Not sure some of the non-noxious species are really that invasive because they are so dependent upon water.

L.S.  How do we tap into the excess water that is available from oil and gas activities?  

J.B.  Why not seed into draws below well water reservoirs?

J.B.  After the Deseret trip, he has come to believe that where rangeland in Sublette county is in late serial stage – not going anywhere in terms of improving or declining range condition.

J.B. Before Deseret was acquired by LDS church there were 7,000 cows and at least 2,000 sheep plus herd of buffalo compared to 6,000 cows now. 

T.C.  Can we replicate the intensive grazing approach of Deseret on Public Land?  Ensuing discussion about the potential of this centered on availability of water, cooperation of Grazing and O&G permittees etc.

C.S. Need to get back to where the sage grouse are/like to be and what we need to do.  Short duration, high intensity grazing is realistic, seeding is realistic, and money should be available from Oil & Gas for mitigation etc. 

S.M.  Next meeting should focus on maps of areas sage grouse like to use and compare areas where grouse are doing well and where they are not and where action may need to be taken.

J.D.  Deseret got their grazing lined out first – before they started doing projects.   We need to look at grazing on a bigger scale than is even done at Upper Green River Grazing Association.  This would be similar to historical buffalo grazing and what happens in South Africa where 100’s of thousands of animals graze across the landscape and then rest it for a year.  This system of grazing has worked in too many countries and too many places not to be tried here.

S.M.  Need to look at reintroducing sheep to facilitate forb development.  

J.D.  Agrees sheep could play a role and we also should look at potentially introducing yearlings to get numbers up to level that will provide short duration, high intensity grazing similar to Deseret.

J.B.  Permittees have a lot of money invested in their private BLM allotments and may not be receptive of others running on allotment the permit holder has put a lot of money into.  In addition, he may not want to put his cattle on an allotment that is not as good as his when he believes he is not hurting sage grouse and working with Steve Lassiter to improve his range etc.

L.S. & S.M. will meet with Prill and planning staff to broach idea of combining allotments to move toward short duration high intensity grazing and implications of it.  Following the meeting, the date for this was set as July 27th at a time to be determined.

D.C. Reclamation can be done better.  We need to get the plant communities back to native status and perhaps add plants that can boost sage grouse communities.  Can we add more drought resistant plants?   Lisa will look at reclamation standards and potential seed mixes which might improve reclamation efforts.  She will also provide map of allotments, AUM’s and seasons of use associated with same.  Dean will try to layer this into maps of sage grouse usage areas along with developments going on in same. 

J.D.  Questar is proposing a 26 mile water pipeline that will cross several draws.  Sprinkling could be used to establish new plants.  J.D. has list of native plants that Sage Grouse use and will get this to Aimee.

D.C.  Will work with BLM to get grouse distribution maps by next meeting. 

Next meeting date set as Thursday 5 August @ 8am @ Pinedale Public library (subject to change) with primary purpose to see where we are at on large scale grazing issue and where sage grouse are and aren’t. Dean will invite Alma Winward to accompany us after presentation on Sage brush Ecology and try to look at some treatments and how they have worked out.  Dan Stroud will also be invited.  After the meeting concluded, Mark determined that the library was not available.  He will try to book the fire hall and confirm it to the committee. 

Meeting after next will focus on oil and gas activities and potential tour including reclamation. Also need to consider inviting Dwight Brunnel.

D.C.  Will try to identify web site that has info on plants sage grouse like.

