Upper Green River Basin Sage Grouse Working Group

April 29th 2004 Meeting

Pinedale Library

Attendance:

Mark Gocke, Lisa Solberg, Jim Bousman, Cally McKee, Suzy Michnevich,

John Dahlke, Kirby Hedrick, Amy Davidson, Chris Sullivan, Bob Barrett, Dean Clause, Tom Christiansen 

Public Guests:

Kevin Williams, Albert Sommers

Minutes from last meeting were approved with no comments.  Chris Sullivan volunteered to provide note taking help for the next meeting on June 2nd ( 9:00 AM at the Pinedale Library).  John Dahlke agreed to work with Matt Holloran and Steve Lassiter to develop the afternoon field trip agenda based on input from the group.

Naming of group: 

“Upper Green River Basin Sage Grouse Working Group” was agreed on unanimously.

Mission Statement:

The Mission of the Upper Green River Basin Sage Grouse Working Group is to use the statewide plan as a guideline to develop and implement strategies that will improve or maintain sage-grouse populations and habitats.

(Voted on and stands approved)

State Plan discussion:

Bob Budd was scheduled to make a presentation of the State Plan but was unable to attend due to inclement weather.  In his absence there was broad discussion of issues and background surrounding the State Plan as well as thoughts regarding the way forward for the group.   Consensus was reached that a field trip to Deseret Ranch would be useful on or about June 10th.  Tom Christiansen agreed to make arrangements and has subsequently confirmed this date.  Lisa Solberg agreed to provide the group with some additional local studies she felt were relevant.

Next meeting (following June 10th field trip) agenda ideas:

1. Dwight Bunnell- perspective of the state assessment

2. Bring together local knowledge and brainstorm ideas.

Local Data:

Dean presented the available local lek survey information and harvest summaries.  As part of the discussion, he committed to providing the group with trend data for individual lek complexes to perhaps provide insights as to where Sage Grouse are doing well vs. where they may not be doing so well within the local area. 

Dean will confirm Matt Holloran and Rusty Kaiser’s participation at the June 2 meeting.

Public Comments:

Albert Sommers: Recommended reading “The Sage Grouse in Wyoming” by Patterson.

He was supportive of the discussion regarding looking at individual lek complex trends.  He thought we might well see that population trends are well correlated to precipitation zones within the local area.   As far as Lek summaries go, he suggested we focus on broad trends because numbers are just estimates.

